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SPIRITS: THER WORK AND INFLUENCE :: 


Abstract Report of a Trance Address Delivered at the Rooms 
of. the London Spiritualists’ Alliance, 140 St. Mar- 
tin's Gane, London, W. C., Eng., by 


MISS FLORENCE MORSE 


Supplied by the courtesy of Mr. E W. 


Wallis, Associate Editor of Light, for 


use in The Two Worlds. 


Miss Morse said: We often wonder 
how much ordinary individuals believe 
the saying of an old writer that 
‘tmillions of spiritual creatures walk 
the earth unseen, both when we wake 
and when we sleep’’; we know it to be 

true. Spirits cannot mingle with you in 

your offices or your homes without influ- 
_encing you in some measure. You should 
recugnize the spiritual side as being 
the natural world, the spirit as the 
causitive and eternal; -that man 
dwells in a world of illusions and that 
the spiritual is the only part of man— 
the identity which sums up at any 
given moment everything*that he has 
ever done or thought. _ 

If you wish to visit a friend you do 
not think it a great ordeal io travel to 
him, nor do you adopt a strange atti- 
tude of mind or artificiality of thought 


i end feeling, but you look forward to 


the meeting with gladness, anticipat- 
ing a good time, both socially and in- 
tellectually. Yet many persons have 
such strange views concerning the so- 
called dead that they dread their eom- 
‘ing and fear their companionship. 
This would not be their attitude if 
they realized that the spirits.are still 
people—men, women and children— 
leading natural human lives, remem- 
them and- frequently beside 
them in business and in the home cir- 
cle—so much sò, in fact, that they are 
indeed encompassed aboùt by a cloud 
of wituesses, unchanged in any man- 
ner by the fact of death. 
| Let us consider spirit influences 
_from,this point of view and we shall 
see that they are not necessarily 
spiritual influences. A person with 
‘thoughts of harm and malice might 
exert influence upon another, and 
while it would be spirit influence, it 
‘couldfiot be called spiritual. 

The spirit is power, organized and 
conscious, which power can be 
employed with intent for good or ill. 

Death does not affect or cLange the 
moral character, atid persons of every 
nature, thought and sort have passed! 
away, so that in the life after death 
there are hosts of spirits of every 
condition? From this it will be seen 
that spirit influences may be from low 
and degraded individuals, or from 
highly spiritual, illumined, loving be- 
ings, or from those of any sphere 
between these extremes. Progress in 
spirit life, as on earth, depends upon 
the desire and the discipline of pain 
and experience. 

“There are mny persons who are un- 
aware of any spirit influence. An in- 
dividual may act on the impulse of 
the moment, and cannot afterwards 
understand why he was so unwise. 
His friends exclaimed, ‘‘Why, he was 
the last person in the world to do so 
and so,’’ without a thought of the 
possibility of any spirit influence be- 
ing exerted upon him, although such 
is often the case. Ws are behind the 
è scenes, so to speak, and see more than 
you do. 

There are, however, many spirits 
who can truly say that they knocked 
at the door and ii was not opened to 
them; in vain they tried to enter. In- 
deed, it is one of the bitterest exper- 
iences of the loving heart to stand be- 
side the loved ones who are over-bur- 
dened with grief, and yet be unable 
ato speak a word of comfort, or to us- 
“suage the flood of tears or sorrow. 
Spiritualism will enable mourners to 
accept death as natural, and prove to 
them that the dead, so-called, are not 

far away, but are often nearer, and 

consciously seeking to give them com- 


ere are more people swayed by 
influences than just those who 
re of the oe. and there ar 


‘helpful, 


side which cannot be escaped. If you 
enter a room wherein the air is 
poisoned or tainted you are affected by 
it and suffer, but you are not respon- 
sible for the bad air; so you are envir- 
oned by»spirit influences, the world is 
bathed in an atmosphere of thought, 
which constitutes a source of general 
inspiration. You sometimes notice 
how two men who are investigating a 
matter at different places, independ- 
ently. of each other, simultaneously 
arrive at the same conclusion: the 
fact is that they are both touched, in- 
fluenced by, or receptive to the same 
thought which may be said to be ‘‘in 
the air.’’ There is also direct or per- 
sonal inspiration from one mind to an- 
other. Thus there is general and per- 
sonal inspiration. 

We often hear of obsession; respect- 
able persons suddenly go wrong, and 
the ery is raised that it is the work 
of demons, etc? Sensitives receive in- 
fluence from the minds of those on the 
spirit side, as well ss from those in 
the world, Those spirits who are not 
high principled and who see an open- 
ing for the realization of their unprin- 
cipled ideas use this means to gratify 
their desires, through others, and by 
that very gratification bind themselves 
to the conditions which constitute their 
helis. The law of association applies 
to. our side equally as truly as to 
yours; like attracts like, and_the qual- 
ity of the influence from the spirits 
depends on the degree of desire and 
response on your side; bence, unless 
you act or think so as to render your- 
self subservient to evil influences there 
is no danger. Many ignorant persons 
unwisely seek spirit influences under 
the belief that all evil ones are in 
hell, and that, therefore, only good 
spirits can come to them; but spirit 
influences may be harmful, as well as 
and ignorance renders the 
ignorant and the unwise liable to con- 
sequences which may be painful. 

To all who inquire we would say, 
endeavor to attain’a calm, intellect- 
ual, spiritual integrity of purpose, a 
self-contained poise, and pray for 
power to become wise, Spiritual in- 
fluence implies purity, love, harmony, 
goodness, and virtue, and trustfulness 
recognizes the operation of true law, 
so that great work may result, as pure 
minds will attract like-minded spirits 
and gain strength and blessing. The 
dangers of spirit intercourse are the 
same as those of the everyday life of 
ignorant persons; knowledge comes 
through experience only, therefore it 
is best to make haste slowly, to get 
knowledge studiously, and to test 
every inch of the road as you go on 
before you rely upon it. 

Do not entertain thoughts of fear or 
feelings of dread of the people of the 
other world. All human beings are 
not either embryo devils, or perfect 
angels, for the majority are passably 
good, and when really known dre 
found to be rather better than was 
imagined. As no person is absolutely 
positive, everyone can be influenced to 
some extent, whether by an individual 
or by many. 

As regards the work of spirit 
people, Miss Morse said: Picture to 
yourselves hosts of spirits interested in 
persons of the world, laboring for re- 
forms, whethér in political or social 
matters, religious revivals, or in any 
other way for the good of humanity; 
for such spirits are all around. When 
they leave the body they do not drift 
off and become cut off from the world, 
with no future work to do, no further 
use for all their knowledge, no further 
field for their abilities, no further 
recollection of their loved ones or past 
‘labors; but the spirit on passing 
through the death change experiences 
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a wonderful sense of freedom, and 
his first. impulse is, “‘Oh, if only I 
could make those I have left behind 
feel this l’ 

There is no one, wherever he may 
be, who is seeking fur goodness and 
truth in all honesty of purpose who is 
not directly associated with the spirits 
and helped by their influence. Writers, 
for their reputation, orators, preach- 
ers, inventors, actors, for their re- 
nown, are really indebted to the in- 
fluences poured un them, but they 
have, and are entitled to, every 


‘credit, as the results are the direct. 
consequences of their own labor and 


attitude of mind, which become the 
dominant factors of the inspiration 
which aids them. We on our side are 
content to ensphere those whom we 
can affect, even though they do not 
comprehend, and in this way we can 
be of use in work to bless the world. 

Some sensitive individuals on earth 
are selected to act as spirit mterme- 
diaries, and my medium, who is now 
before you, is surrounded by my col- 
leagues, in company with myself, that 
she may voice truths to mankind, and 
some of us are always in attendance 
to so influence her life and surround- 
ings that we may employ her power to 
the utmost and develop her personality 
to give us greater scope in this work, 
The influence exerted by us is similar 
to what you understand by hypnotism 
or mesmerism. Our medium, while 
giving voice to our message, is ina 
state of uneonsciousness; many me- 
diums are not. 

There is no danger in submitting 
the, self to spiritual control; the in- 
dividuality is, as a-matter of fact, 
rather strengthened than weakened if 
the sensitive is so well balanced as to 
keep his own personal identity at all 
other times, and the’spirits do not 
dominate his life out of season. There 
is dungar te the sensilwre if the spirit 
entirely dominates his life; as there is 
in every case when one seeking power 
infringes the rights -of another by 
dominating his individuality. 2 

Affection can be a grand aid or a 
deplorable hindrance, according as it 
is wisely or unwisely used. We find 
obsession existing sometimes through 
misunderstood infinences from those 
who act from motives of af- 
fection, Take the case of a 
mother who is deeply attached to 
her childrén; she has thought for them 
and acted for them in every way; her 
whole being has been wrapped up in 
them, and they have, therefore, rather 
been part of her individuality than 
formed separate ones of their own; 
she passes over, and drawing near to 
them tries to make her presence known. 
She finds one of them is more respons- 
ive than the rest, and, in her delight, 
enters into and dominates that child’s 
life to such a degree that the child 
practically becomes the mother, and is 
not herself at all; the rest see that 
something is wrong, but do not under- 
stand the case, while the spirit mother 
has not sufficient knowledge to see 
that, although she is acting with the 
best of good intentions, she is produc 
ing effects which are distressing to 
her children and friends, who imagine 
that the child is mad or obsessed; their 
fears react on the mother, and from 
her to the daughter again,’ so that 
great harm results to both, where a 
little knowledge and ¢aution would 
have led to happy results. 

Therefore, it is necessary that all 
should learn the lesson and study the 
law of spiritual association, cultivate 
self-reliance, discountenance all but 
intelligent and rational surrender to 
spirit influence. Spirits who exert 
their influence reasonably should be 
welcomed, but no spirit should be re- 
garded as an infallible authority. 

Responsibility rests on the sensitive, 
as no uncongenial spirit-can break in 
or forcibly contf6! so long as the me- 
dium is honest and self-possessed, un- 
less by his own attitude of indiscrim- 
inate desire and response he opens the 


‘way. 


On the whole, the judgments of the 
world are fairly accurate, as the 
spirit usually rings true; the difficulty 
is that the world judges from the 
actions or from what is seen; whereas 
we judge from the intentions and mo- 
tives. In the long run character tells. 
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Help others, but beware lest you carry 
them; show them how ty act, but do 
not act for them. Remember that we 
claim no authority other than that of 
truth, and this can only appeal to you 
in so far as it commends itself to your 
own minds. 


The Aim of Spiritualism. 


“The aim of Spiritualism is to effect a complete 
at-one-ment and unison of man with God, unfil 


every ation and thought of man is in perfect 
barmony with the divine will.'—The Lyceum 
Manual. 


A serious contemplation on the 
position and value of any system that 
has strayed from its purpose engenders 
feeling of disappointment. It is be- 
wildering to notice to what a remarka- 
ble devree the teachings, life, and 
works of the man who came -to 
*‘preach’’ deliverance of the poor, and 
“to set at liberty the people that are 
bruised’? have been perverted. Cen- 
turies of orthodoxy have encircled 
round the life and character of Jesus 
much that has been the means of 
hindering the man in the street from 
seeing the real significance and purpose 
of his life. Itis only when we disen- 
twine the creeds and study his sayings 
and works in the light of the social 
environment and thought of the people 
in his days that we fully apprehend the 
tremendous distance orthodox Christi- 
anity, has drifted from its moorings. 

In treating on the subject, The Aim 
of Sriritualism, however, the writer 
is actuated not so much by the thought 
that we as Spiritualists have drifted 
from our moorings as by the sense that 
we are at present drifting, What is 
true of orthodoxy in this connection is 
to some extent true of the Spiritualist 
movement. We are forgetting our 
purpose. We are losing our ideal. 
Our aim is not our primary considera- 
tion. We are, we fear, beginning to 
prize the sign instead of its signification. 
Ts it not so? 

No Spiritualist can look at the 
present position of our movement with- 
out feeling a pang of regret. For 
something like sixty years we have 
advocated the usefulness of medium- 
ship as establishing the proof of con- 
tinued existence ; we have preached its 
sacredness for bringing us in touch with 
those ‘‘not dead, but merely gone be- 
fore; we have asked that sympathy 
be extended towards our media; we 
have appealed for passivity, for sin- 
cerity, for reverence, and for justice 
being manifested towards them, and 
we have adyocated the necessity for 
proper conditions; and yet, when we 
pause in our studies to reflect upon their 
work and their worth, how horribly 
cheap have we made them all! 

Spiritualism set out with the dis- 
tinctive feature of proving to the world 
the possible intercourse between in- 
earnate and excarnate. To what extent 
this purpose has been fulfilled would 
probably bea debatable subject, but 
no intelligent observer can be really 
satisfied with this branch of our work. 
We have by no means got the best out 
of mediumship; we have not taken 
sufficient pains with its development ; 
nor have we been judicious in our 
treatment of it whan developed. But 
it is not the writer’s object to deal 
fully with the matter, even did he feel 
equal to the task ; there has been much 
written on this perplexing subject, and 
we fear that many Spiritualists allow 
their zeal to get the better of their 
reason, hence much misunderstanding 
arises as to the attitude adopted 
towards our phenomena by many 
people in our ranks. No one knowing 
anything about Spiritualism would 
attempt to discard its foundations. 
What is needed is a higher class of 
phenomena, and a more scientific 
method of treating them, if our aim— 
the proving or continued existence—is 
to be productive of satisfactory results. 
But Spiritualists have another aim, a 
more significant aim than the one to 
which we have; just briefly referred ; 
and we are not quite certain that all 
Spiritualists know about it. Of course, 
that is entirely an assumption, but a 
close connection with the movement 
leads us to assume this. 

Beautiful as-is the knowledge of 
spirit existence and communion, much 
more beautiful is the view of the pur- 


pose of life to be derived from this 
basis. It would bea grand thing if 
every Spiritualist worker could feel the 
significance of this aim, and were 
capable of advancing it, Is there a 
voice or a pen in the movement that 
can do justice to it? We hope so. 
“The aim of Spiritualism,” says the 
Manual, ‘“‘is to effect a complete at- 
one-ment and unison of man with God, 
until every action and thought of man 
is in perfect harmony with the divine 
will.” That is an attempt to state it 
in as few words as possible; it is a good 
one, we think, but it falls short of 
something; perhaps it isa wee bit too 
humanely selfish! But it is quite broad 
enough for the purpose of this essay, 
and it is not too deep for the poorest of 
us to grasp. 

If we can comprehend the full signi- 
ficanée of this aim, it will give usa 
very comprehensive outlook on life. 
It will give us a fuller appreciation of 
the relationship we hold to our fellows. 
It will give us a great incentive to do 
our duty, and at the same time show 
us to some extent what our duty is, 
It will open out to us our fullest re- 
sponsibility. Ifacomplete at-one-ment 
of all men is to be attained, does it not 
point to the fact that the least wrong 
done to any man is a wrong done to all? 
Does it not show that just so much as 
any one of our fellows remains in ig- 
norance, misery, or want, just so much 
does he remain a stumbling-block to the 
advancement and “‘attainment’’ of the 
whole of the people? In other words, 
noman can attain what we term the 
object of life until all men have been 
brought-into a state of harmony with 
themselyes. According to the thought 
no one can work for the good of him- 
self or his fellows without working for 
the good of the whole. And, on the 
other hand, no one can work for his 
own or his fellows’s injury without re- 

arding the progress of the whole/of 


mankind. Hence we learn our fullest 
responsibflity. We are parts of the 
whole. We may advance the whole, 


we may retard the whole. If, then, we 
Spiritualists recognize the meaning of 
this aim in all its fullness, we are im- 
mediately burdened with great respon- 
sibility. We recognize the necessity 
for our own individual, mental, moral, 
and spiritual culture, and also the neces- 
sity for advancing these qualities in the 
whole of the people. One section of 
the work of the Spiritualist is, there- 
fore, essentially that of reform. 

Our path in this direction is, we know, 
literally bristling with difficulties, but 
one thing is certain, and thatis: This 
question must be faced. This may nec- 
essitate going outside the beaten track 
of what has been termed ‘“‘religious 
work,” but it is because ‘‘Christianity”’ 
has not faced the subject in a proper 
manner that it has failed ; and if Spir- 
itualism, has to accomplish its aim, it 
will have to treat’ the subjectof reform 
wholeheartedly, and not be content, 
like our orthodox friends, with talking 
platform platitudes on Sundays. 

In the meantime, however, let us re- 
member our-aim ; let it influence all our 
actions ; let it be a torch lighting up 
the paths in life. Let us endeavor to 
apprehend its full significance, so that 
we may individually be impelled to cul- 
tivate our noblest faculties, enrich our 
characters, and thus justify ourselves 
constituting ourselves “‘sparks of di- 
vinity.’’ 

With a richer and fuller view of the 
purpose and object of life, we shall be 
better able to take our place in the 
work of reform. We shall begin to re- 
alize that in reality we are only an in- 
finitesimal part of a great unity, and 
that unity is seeking to draw itself into 
harmonious relationship with itself. 
The work of the Spiritualist is to effect 
this ‘‘complete at-one-ment’’ by striv- 
ing to overcome what we term evil, 
fighting injustice, and advancing every- 
thing that tends to enrich and glorify 
the bodies and souls of men.—Samuel 
Northrup, in The Two Worlds. 

He who is silent is forgotten; he who 
abstains is taken at his word; he who 
does not advance falls back; he who 
stops is overwhelmed, distanced, 
crushed; he who ceases to grow greater 
becomes smaller; he who leaves off 
gives up; the stationary condition is the 
beginning of the end.— Amiel, 
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In this issue we publish a part of an 
address upon Spirits: Their Work and 
Influence, by Miss Florence Morse of 
Manchester, Eng., who is the daughter 
of our esteemed friend and co-laborer, 
Mr. J. J. Morse, editor of The Two 
Worlds. Mr. Morse is well known in 
the United States, having visited this 
country several times and given many 
instructive and pleasing lectures to 
American audiences, In Miss Morse 
the denizens of the spirit world have 
recently found an excellent medium to 
voice these thoughts, judging from the 
address we publish. It is hoped her 
voice may be heard in America some 


day. See 

That the Sunflower is growing in 
favor is evidenced to us by the many 
renewals and new subscribers we are 
receiving, and that without the offer of 
any premiums or other extraneous of- 
fer, also by the many hearty commend- 
ations we have received from our pat- 
rons. For these many cheerful words 
of praise and helpfulness we heartily 
thank those who penned them. When 
time permits we may give a string of 
sentences from a number of these ap- 
preciative readers. Only in the early 
issues of the Sunflower under the pres- 
ent regime did we receive any com- 
ments of a deprecating character, when 
we were obliged to use some plate mat- 
ter to fill the columns, with one possi- 
ble exception regarding the peculiarity 
of a word used.to rhyme, in a poem 
which escaped our attention. 

The editor does not believe that it is 
becoming to a newspaper, any more 
than for a person, to.continually deal in 
s2lf-adulation and claim to be the, only 
or best ever. Many of the yellow 
dailies are full of self-sufficiency of that 
kind. We will allow the contents of 
the Sunflower toanswer for whatever 
good it contains and let others make 
the comparisons. Neither do we be- 
lieve it wise to make promises of great 
things for the future in its makeup and 
material. 

Whatever the Sunflower proves to be 
will depend largely upon the Spiritualists 
themselves. If our workers and 
thinkers supply us with the news and 
articles of merit we will print them and 
glean all we can from other sources. 

We hope to improve as time goes on 
and also to make the Sunflower a wel- 
come guest to Spiritualists everywhere, 
for we want the news from all sections 
and the best of prose and poetry our 
ins vired ones can supply. 

Dear reader, will not your interest 
in our cause make you desirous of secur- 
ing one or more additions to our sub- 
scription list? But a few minutes of 
your time may have far-reaching effect 
ii the support it will give to the Sun- 
flower and those who desire to aid in 
giving the light of Spiritualism to the 


world. 


Philadelphia Note. 

The Rev. G. Tabor Thompson, for- 
merly a Baptist clergvman, officiates 
at the Temple of the First Association 
of Spiritualists, founded 1852, Lyceum 
founded 1864. Services at 10:30 a. m. 
and 7:30 p. m.: 

Lyceum, 2:30 p. m. 

Capt. Francis J. Peffer, President. 

F. H. Morrell, Secretary. 
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Synopsis of Dr, Peebles’ address in 
Odd Fellows’ Hall, Tampa, Fla., Sun- 
day evening, January 26th, from 
the text (St. Mark, xvi: 16) ‘‘He 
that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved, but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” 

The ‘‘Man Christ Jesus,’’. using 
Peter’s words, as naturally loved the 
Jewish race as the Swiss love their 
snowcapped Alps; hence His first com- 
mand, ‘‘Go to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.’’ But when the Jews 
refused to hear His message and ac- 
cept His miracles, which are spiritual 
manifestations, then the voice said, 
**Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel,’’ the word gospel meaning 
good tidings, glad news, such as the 
Fatherhood of God, the brotherhood 
of man and the ministry of angels and 
spirits in demonstration of a future 
life. 

“‘He that believeth and is baptized’’ 
—that is, those who believe these 
beautiful messages of spirit ministries 
and are baptized, not with water. 
That was John’s baptism. Christ 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, which 
not mathematically a third part of 
God, was an illuminating spiritual in- 
fluence that ‘‘filled’’ Zacharias, 
**fell’’ upon those who heard Peter, 
came from the ‘‘laying on of hands,’’ 
and so thrilled those Pentacostal hear- 
ers that they began to ‘‘speak with 
other tongues as the spirit gave them 
utterances’’ (Acts, xi: 4). 

Those who, from substantial evi- 
dences and testimonies, ‘‘believe’’ 


and are baptized into the holy spirit 


of love and truth ‘‘shall be saved’’— 
but saved from what? Not from, end- 
less hell torments in fire and brim- 
stone, not from the mocking ven- 
geance and wrath of God. Wrath and 
anger are the attributes of ugly chil- 
dren and wicked men. But shall be 
saved from sinning—saved from the 
desire of wrongdoing. Salvation is 
soul-growth, soul-unfoldment in con- 
sonance with the great law of evo- 
lution. The saved man, whether in 
the church or out, is honest, conscien- 
tious, benevolent, harmonial and not 
a sectarist, not a bigot, nora persecu- 
tor for opinion’s sake. 

But he that ‘‘believeth not shall be 
damned’’—that is, condemned—that 
is, shall suffer the natural consequences 
of a narrow bigotry. Such, says 
justice, ought to be damned. They 
are damned now, and doomed to-plod 
gloomily along, fearing the devil, 
fearing hell and fearing death. Asa 
physician of over 50-years’ practice, 1 
have never seen any class of people, 
Buddhists, Mahommedans or Japanese, 
so afraid to die as those calling them- 
selyes Christians; and necessarily so, 
because of belief in their priest-made 
creeds and a consciousness of their 
numerous shortcomings. They liter- 
ally know nothing of their destiny be- 
yond the grave. Neither hope nor 
faith are the synonyms of knowledge. 

Spiritualists know of a future pro- 
gressive life, materialistic scientists 
hope for it, and churchianie sectarists 
tremulously, almost despairingly, be- 
lieve in a life hereafter; but they have. 
no demonstrations, no positive practical 
proofs of it. Paul said ‘‘for we know’’ 
of that house in the heavens—(and 
knew it because he was temporarily 
caught up to Paradise, knew it because 
he was entranced, knew it because he 
was a Spiritualist). 

Spiritualists, because of their vis- 
ions, trances and ‘‘discerning of 
spirits’’ (using Paul’s words), know 
of that ‘‘house not made with hands’’ 
—know of those immortal spheres 
where the loved and lost of earth 
meet in blissful recognition. 

The scriptural verses following the 
words ‘‘believe,’’ ‘‘sayed’’ and 
*‘damned,’’ state emphatically that 
“‘these signs’’—such signs as casting 
out demons, speaking in new tongues, 
laying hands on the sick and healing 
them ‘ ‘shall follow them that believe.’’ 
But do they follow believers—believing 
Christians—today? No. And why? 
Because they have fallen away from 
the Christianity of Christ. They 
have become selfishly worldly, traffick- 
ing and hoarding money like the 
Rockefellers, Morgans and others. 

What is it to be a baptized be- 
liever? Or what is it to be a Chris- 
tian? 

This is called a Christian nation, 
and we have, including Christian 
Scientists, about 157 Christian sects. 

he Mormons pronounce themselves 
Christians par excellence, and on 
their Kirkland temple in Ohio are in- 
scribed these words, ‘‘The Latter. Day 
Saints of Jesus Christ.’’ 

To be a disciple, or a Christian, in 
New Testament times was this, 


in Christ,” with such attending signs, 
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Farewell, friends! 
Where am I, ve too 
I am gone before yq 
A moment's worth, 


That here is all and 


Only not at Death, 


Life, which is of all 


Bravely onward to 


O love divine, O lov 


He who died at Azi 
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gifts and works as ‘‘healing the 
sick,” “gift of tongues,’’ ‘seeing 
visions,’’ ‘‘discerning spirits?” and 
other spiritual phenomena. Do these 
spiritual manifestations that Jesus 
-promised to believers follow the 
professed believers in Christ today? 
If not, then upon Biblical grounds 
they are unbelievers, and come under 
the sentence, ‘‘He that believeth 
not,’’ etc.. These gifts, signs, mani- 
festations and messages do follow and 
abound among Spiritualists. 
Spiritualism is not atheism, nor 


infini j 

made 
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“He Who Died at Azim.” 


I can see your falling tears, 

I can hear your sighs and prayers; 
Yet I smile and whisper this, 

“I am not the thing you kiss, 
Cease your tears and let it lie, 

It was mine, it is not I.” 


Sweet friends! What the women lave 


a hut which I am quitting, 
a garment no more fitting, 


Like a bird, my soul hath pass’d. 


The wearer, not the garh; the plume 
Of the eagle, net the bars 
That kept him from those splendid stars. 


Loving friends be wise, and dry 
Straightway every weeping eye. 


Is not worth a single tear. 
an empty sea-shell, one 


of which the pearl is gone; 


pearl, the all, the soul is here. 


That treasure of his treasury, 
A mind that loved him; let it lie, 
Let the shards be earth once more, 


Now Thy world is understood; 
Yet ye weep, my foolish friends, 
While the man whom ye call dead, 
In unspoken bliss, instead, 

= Lives and loves you; lost, ’tis true, 
For the light that shines for you, 
But in the light ve cannot see 


In a perfect Paradise, 
And a life that never dies. 


But not farewell; 


When ye come where I have stepp'd, 
Ye will wonder why ye wept, 
Ye will know, by tr 


Weep awhile, if ye are fain; 


Now we know, is that first breath 
Which our souls draw when we enter 


Be ye certain, all seems love 
Viewed from Allah’s 
Be ye stout of heart, and come 


Ka-il Allah—Allah la, 
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—From the Arabie. 


in “the image of God,’’ and neces- 
sarily spiritual beings. The gamut 
runs thus, spirit, spirituality, spirit- 
ual-mindedness, spiritual-manifesta- 
tions, spiritualism, and of which Dr. 
Andrew Jackson Davis was, during the 
last century, not only the psychically 
ablest, but free from jealousy, he was 
the only unprejudiced and spiritually- 
illumined exponent of it, that is the 
real spiritual spiritualism, This Spir- 
itualism instead of declining is rapidly 
ascending and diffusing its divine 
principles all through the theological 
world. 3 l 
Some of the profoundest. thinkers, 
authors, psychologists, and religious 
investigators of our times, such as 
Sir William Crookes, 
ep ald MULE 5 
e (pensioned by Queen 
-4 
“pe y 


p 


of Columbia Uni 

and others eminent in the 
scientific world, are avowed 
ists, The erudite and disti 
Thomson J. Hudson, LL. D 
his- work, The Law of 
Phenomena (p. 206): “The 
denies the phenomena of Spir 
is not entitled to be called a- 
he is simply ignorant; and it would 
a hopeless task to enlighten him 

Spiritualism is no more s 
(a kind of necromancy) t 
Christianity of the Christ is ch 
ity with its creeds, confessions, pa 
borrowed ceremonies and heres: 

But sectarianism, thank God, 
ing. Orthodoxy itself is tinetu 
through with the new ‘the 
and the star of Spiritualism is con 
rapidly into the ascendancy. M: 
the brainiest scientists and phil 
ophers of today are Spiritualists, 
tending, and rithtly, too, that § 
ualism gives the only direct and 
fragible present-day proofs of a j 
conscious existence. ‘ 

Are there no dangers con 
with the name and the pract 
Spiritualism? No; but there may be 
and are, relating to spiritism, whe 
used for curiosity, for finding 
mines, and other motives of 
selfishness. There are dangers 
nected with ocean steamers, dan; 
connected. with fire, which ofte 
homes and cities in ruins, an 
are very grave dangers connected 
churehianic revivals and the 
nected fanatical preaching o 
gelists—the danger cf making ath gi 
materialists and scoffers, ard i 
ther danger of driving people into 
sanity. My grandfather, a most 
right, exemplary man, became e 
at a revival, then insane, comr 
suicide on a Sunday morning. 
there is no danger in Spiritu 
which signifies, in brief, converse 
angels and cultivating the relig 
aspirations with such sustene 
prayer, visicn, faith, trance ; 
voyance, and heavenly impression: 
from the Christ-spheres of love ar 
wisdom, Love- pure love—was Jesu 
Christ's test of discipleship (Johi 
xiii: 35). Love, wisdom, purity 
spirit ministries, when continued 
Stitute the impregnable test o 
ious Spiritualism. Its original fo 
tion. was God. And to fight S 
ualism is to fight against God, agains 
‘the present-day demonstrations 
immortality and the best and hi 
interests of humanity. 
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Siient Music. 

Come and sing awhile with me- 
~in tones that are audible to ea 
ears—but with the silent voice 
steals into the heart making mus 
those who have “their ear attun 
catch the melody that flows in fro 
the invisible spheres. Silent mu 
that steals into the heart and 
largely towards making our 
rene and beautiful. 

Silent communion is one 
most God-given gifts and happy 
one who has attained to the bl 
realization of the communion bet 
the seen and unseen, Richer pos 
ities are in the reach of one 
attained this gift. Vast st 
knowledge will unfold themsely 
the newly awakened conscious 
thoughts and expressions — 
deemed unknown will float in up 
the brain. One who can give € 
sion to these thoughts will not 
greatly enrich and enhance the beaut 
of their own lives but they will d 
much for humanity as well. 


In the Far West. 


Editor Sunflower:— js 
We are having a delightful ti 
the far west, for the weather 


The people are very much depres 
the hard times, but our lectur 
crowded and everything is p e 
as well as could be expected. We 
soon coming east again and shall 
some time in needy fields. Wr 
our Chicago address, 44 East Thir t; 
street, and wēłwill give all informi 
needed. P 
We were at Portland two months an 
the last three Sundays had a del 
with an Advent evangelist, w. 
looking for the en: of the world. 
itualists understand that the e 
ferred to is the closing of the ol 
pensation and the dawning of 
Era or New Age. Christ w 
manifest in bodily form, — 
within, silently, like a 
night of ignorance ands 
ness, The light is bre: 
and all mediums should 
. morning of truth 
from the east, € 
Bidding all 
good ¢ r 
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n p The i followin Te gee from a brief 
sketch of his life by Moses Folsom 


Pene d in the January number of Inger- 


= Few men have been more misjudged 


ines Memorial Beacon, of Chicago, Ill. : 
í 


~ and misrepresented than Thomas Paine. 


ae He lived during a period of mighty 
F = events—thħhe American and French 
-f Revolutions, He studied and felt the 
5 + “wrongs inflicted upon humanity by the 


old-time monarchies, by kings who 

- claimed the divine right to govern, to 
punish and even to kill tose who dared 
to act contrary to kingly authority. 
This study took the form of a book 
entitled The Rights of Man, an un- 
answerable argument against kingeraft. 
This book called down upon his head 
the denunciation of the ruling classes, 
and he was pronounced a revolutionist 
and a dangerous man who would destroy 
all authority. Therefore, it was never 
safe for him to return to his native 
land. 

Later- in life he wrote his Age of 
Reason, in which he attacked the 
stories in the Bible, in which it is 
represented that God ordered, or al- 
lowed cruelty inflicted by one person 
upon another and one nation upon 
another. He was a man of deep con- 
victions, a Deist, a believer in one 
great ruling power, generous, kind, 

- thoughtful and just to all. So strong 


De was his faith that it led him into the 


4- 


-yery intolerance he detested and made 
him ridicule when he ought to have 
shown respect, One of his biographers 
says: ‘‘His tasks were not all done 
wisely, but they were done bravely. 
~ Too often his light was darkness; but he 
= walked steadfastly in his path. And 
the goal which he sought: was the 
(Sie of his fellow man.’ 
z Between the two millstones—politics 
= (kingeraft), and- religion—(priest- 


_ craft), he has been ground, even to this, 


“day, his name being sufficient to fright- 
en the foolish and timid. First ab- 
~ _ horred as a revolutionist-and next hated 


and execrated asa skeptic and heretic, 


. he-has been the subject.o£& much dis- 
ceussion. There arenoless than seven 
“biographies of him, Conway’s in two 

- volumes, being perhaps the most coni- 

= “prehensive. Besidés these there are 


érences to him may be found in 


~ numerous controversial books, pamph- 
f a ern, etc., and many interesl- 
"p> 


E letters of Franklin, Washington; 
Jefferson, Madison and. others of the 
fathers of the republic, most of whom 
believed as he did, but were lessstrenu- 
ous in discussing their beliefs. The 
Rev. Moncure D. Conway, an American 
—Paine’s chief biographer—known 
and respected as. a writer of ability 
_ and fairness in Europe, as in Amer- 
ica, is a Deist, like Paine was,—one 
_ who believes in aGod, but not in special 
revelations and interferences on the 
~ part of God in the affairs of any par- 
-ticular nation or individual. 


_ - — Thomas Paine was born at Thetford, 


Norfolk, England, Jan. 29, 1737. He 
- ay was the son of Joseph Paine, a Quarker, 
4 whose business was that of a stay- 
maker, to which trade the son was put 
atthe age of 13-years. He did not 
= “relish the work, and his restlessness 
was soon shown by a desire to enter the 
_mavy, but his father, Quaker like, 
opposed it and the boy yielded. His 
talent for mechanics was extraordinary; 
art it will not be possible to here dis- 
~ cuss his great contributions to the 
gcience of bridge building or his share 
F e adaptation of steam to machinery. 
Had his mind been concentrated upon 
-= mechanics, instead of assuming- the 
form of a controversialist and reformer 
‘in political and religious thought, he 
would doubtless have become a great 
_ inventor. Yielding as a boy to his 
-father’s wishes he continued for some 
‘time at his trade. Then he taught 
school, and for a time served as an 
-~ excise man, the onerous duties of a 
 tax-gathérer suggesting a pamphlet to 
- parliament, which was the beginning of 

$ haze career as a writer, 

-In London he met Benjamin Frank- 
lin, who advised him to go to America, 
and Nov: 80, 1774, found him in Phila- 
delphia. He bore a letter from Frank- 
lin, and he soon had a position as a 
tutor, and later became editor of the 
Pennsylvania Magazine. One of his 
first articles was an appeal for the 
emancipation of the ‘slaves, all of the 

— colonies at that time holding them, 
Duelling at that time was common and 

“> Paine wrote against it with vigor. A 
p d sentence will illustrate his Dye “y 
= „Am thus far a Quaker that I would 
i” gladly agree with all the world, to lay 

= aside the use of armsand settle matters 
HEH by negotiations; but unless the world 
y ithe. matter ends. We live not 

a world of angels.” The colonies 
ed by the taxes imposed by í 
ant an gie oe Aaw 


+ 
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thoight o or wish for independe 
one had spoken outright unti 
published in the Pennsylvania Toutai 
of Oet. 18, 1715, an appeal, from which 
the following is an extract: s 


“When I reflect on the use she 
(Great Britain) hath made of the 
discovery of this new world—that the 
little paltry dignity of earthly kings 
hath been set up in preference to the 
great cause of the King of Kings—that 
instead of Christian examples to 
the Indians, she hath basely tampered 
with their passions, imposed on their 
ignorance, and made them the tools of 
treachery and murder. And when to 
these and many other melancholy 
reflections I add this sad remark, that 
ever since the discovery of America 
she hath employed herself in the most 
horrid of all traffies; that of human 
flesh, unknown to the most savage 
nations, hath yearly (without provoca- 
tion and in cold blood) ravaged the 
hapless shores of Africa, robbing it of 
its unoffending inhabitants to cultivate 
her stolen dominions in the West. 
When I reflect on these I hesitate not 
for a moment to believe that the 
Almighty will separate America from 
Britain. Cail it independency or what 
you will, if it is the cause of God and 
humanity, it will go on.” 

Then followed his famous pamphlet, 
Common Sense, in which he assailed 
the logical absurdity of hereditary 
power, exposed the vicious system of 
mismanagement in the rule of George 
MI., and showed what little leniency 
the rebels might expect from the 
“Royal Brute of Great Britain.’’ Then 
he pictured the wonderful future of 
America under the home rule, and set 
forth the power of the people to be 
free if, they so.decided, and that the 
Americans must not be rebels, but a 
nation doing battle for rights. The 
pamphlet flooded the country and pro- 
duced a profound sensation. Its argu- 
ments more than anything else nerved- 
the people of the colonies to declare for 
independence. If there was one man 
‘of that period who stood for separation 
from. Great Britain -it was Thomas 
Paine. The pamphlet had a wide sale, 
and the proceeds were given to the 
cause of American liberty, and Paine 
never enjoyed a cent of profit. from it. 

While the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence was being signed Paine wasa 
soldier in the army under Green, and 
on the dreary retreat from Fort Lee, 
on the Hudson, to join the forces of 
Washington in New Jersey, he wrote 
the first number of the Crisis which 
appeared Dec. 19, 1775, in the Pennsy!- 
vania Journal, copies of which reached 
the army on Dec. 23, and Washington 
ordered it read aloud to every company 
in the army. Would not such words as 
these stir the hearts of men, even when 
hope seemed hopeless: 

“These are the times which try men’s, 
souls. The summer soilder and the 
sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, 
shrink from the services of his country; 
but he that stands it now deserves the 
love and thanks of man and woman; 
tyranny, like hell, is not easily con- 


quered; yet we have the consolation- 


with us that theharder the conflict, the 
more glorious the triumph; what we 
obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly; 
"tis dearness only that gives everything 
its value. Heaven knows how to puta 
proper price on its goods; and it would 
be strange if so celestial an article as 
freedom should not be highly rated.’ 

Soon after, he was advanced from 
the ranks to the secretaryship of a 
commission to treat with the Indians 
and later became secretary of the 
congressional committee on foreign 
affairs, meanwhile issuing more num- 
bers of the Crisis. In 1779 he was 
clerk of the assembly of Pennsylyania. 
In 1781 he accompanied Col Laurens to 
France on a successful mission to get 
money. In 1782 congress employed 
him as a salaried writer, and further 
issues of the Crisis appeard. In 1784 
the Pennsylvania legislature yoted him 
$2,000, and in the following year, Aug. 
26, congress voted him $3,000, and 
adopted the following resolution: 

‘That the early, unsolicited and con- 
tinued labors of Mr. Thomas Paine, in 
explaining and enforcing the principles 
of the late revolution by ingenious and 
timely publication upon the nature of 
liberty and civil government have been 
well received by the citizens of these 
states, and merit the approbation of 
congress, and that in consideration of 
these services, and the benefits pro- 
duced thereby, Mr. Paine is entitled to 
a liberal gratification from the United 
States.” 

Congress was in. session in New 
York, and Paine was the literary hon 
of the times, courted and favored by 
all. In 1787 he sailed for France, and 
took part in the maf Si Spa 
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pearance of his noted work, the Rights 
of Man, dedicated to George Washing- 
ton, the proceeds of sales going to the 
Society for Constitutional Information. 

He aroused opposition in his efforts 
to save the life of Louis XVI., and was 
sent to prison. Rather than to vote 
for the death of the king he faced 
death himself, Released after the fall 
of Robespierre, he again entered the 
ational convention. Meanwhile he 
wrote the Age of Reason, part of it in 
prison, which aroused intense feeling, 
and from that day to this he has rested 
under a cloud. This book was dedi¢ated 
to his fellow citizens of the American 
republic in these words, “I put the 
following work under your protection. 
It contains my opinion upon religion, 
You will do me the justice to remember 
that I haye, always strenuously sup- 
ported the right of every man to his 
épinion, however different that opinion 
might.be to mine. He who denies to 
another this-right makes a slave of 
himself to his present opinion, because 
he precludes himself the right of chang- 
ing it. The most formidable weapon 
against errors of every kind is reason. 
I haye never used any other and I 
trust I never shall,’’ In this book he 
declared that “To do good is my 
religion,’’ and, ‘‘The true theology of 
man is happiness of mind.” 


The Age of Reason produced a storm 
of opposition, ridicule and attempted 
answers. Paine did not believe God 
was cruel, and wrote against many 
things narrated in the Scriptures ‘‘with 
brutal freedom, as careless of the 
things other men hold sacred, as Crom- 
well’s troopers of a church where they 
stabled their horses.” A publisher in 
London who issued an edition of the 
book was sent to prison for a year. 
Meanwhile Paine remained in Paris 
writing and organizing the church of 
Theophilanthropy, so-called from the 
Greek words, God, Love and Man, the 
first of numerous ethical societies which 
have since sprung up. This period 
was the beginning of Bonaparte’s 
career, and he and Painé\became warm 
friends. 

Fifteen years had passed since hé 
left America’ and he longed to return, 
and 1802 found him again on this side 
of the Atlantic. Until his death, June 
8, 1809, his story is a sad onè. Ostra- 
cism grew with each year, press and 
pulpit uniting in denouncing him. It 
was a case of the ingratitude of a 
republic. He had tasted much adula- 
tion in other years, and the abuse and 
misreprentation in old age was hard to 
bear. He was 73 | years of age 
when > he died. His body, being 
refused burial in the Quaker ceme- 
tery, was taken to his farm at 
New Rochelle. Ten years later it 
was removed to England by William 
Corbett, who had long opposed and vill- 
ified him, but unbiased study changed 
denunciation into admiration, and, to 
make amends, he sought to have a mon- 
- ument erected to the in his 
- native land. This moyi however, 
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The American Patriot’s Prayer. 


Parent of all, omnipotent í 
In heav'n and earth below, 

Thro’ all creation’s bounds unspent, 
Whose streams of goodness flow. 


Teach me to know from whence I rose, 
And unto what design’d; 

No. private aims let me propose, 
Since link’d with human kind. 


- But chief to hear my country’s voice, 
May all my thoughts inclitie 
- 'T is reason’s law, ’t is virtue’s choice, 
‘is nature’s call and thine. 


Me from fair freedom’s sacred cause 
Let nothing e’er divide; 

Grandeur, nor gold, nor vain applause, 
Nor friendship false misguide. 


Let me not faction’s partial hate 
Pursue to this land’s woe; 

Nor grasp the thunder of the state, 
To wound a private foe. 


If, for the right, to wish the wrong 
My country shall combine, 

Single to serve th’ erron’ous throng, 
Spite of themselves, be mine. 


—Thomas Paine. 
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stirred such bitter feeling that the town 
crier at Portsmouth, for calling out the 
arrival of the ship bearing Paine’s bones 
was fined and imprisoned. Owing to 
this feeling Corbett relinquished his 
plans, and what became of the bones is 
not known. A monument has been 
erected at the siteof the grave on the 
farm at New Rochelle, a’ little-ways 
out of New York, but it has been mut- 
ilated from time to time. 

There is a tendency now to do him 
justice among public men and thinkers. 

In the Age of Reason book that has 
80 discredited Paine with dogmatic 
Christians he repeats in several differ- 
ent places the declaration, “I believein 
one God,” and the closing paragraph 
reads ; “The creation we behold is the 
éver existing word of God.” Paine 
was a Deist, a believer in one God, and 
yet there are many who ceall him an 
Atheist, or one who denies the exist- 
ence of a God. 

As a crushing refutation of this 
charge, I quote below a poem by Paine 
printed in 1776 in the second edition of 
his Common Sense, and which for its 
patriotic, humanitarian and even relig- 
ious spirit is not excelled by any words 
of any American patriot or president. 
Notice that it is in its every part a 
“prayer’’ directed to the ‘‘parent of 
al?’ and is given as a model for all pat- 
riots at the time when this country was 
in its life and death struggle for its in- 
dependence as a nation. Read it criti- 
eally, and then ask your most devout 
friend who may agree with Roosevelt’s 
estimate of Paine (and who, of course, 
is not an ‘‘atheist’’) to write a better 
one if he can. 

The poem is published above. 

‘Heretics of 100 years ago might be 
bishops to-day,” writes Ellery Sedwick 
in his biography of Thomas Paine. He 
attempts to give what some biographers 
have failed to give, a fair and unbiased 
history of that famous unbeliever, mak- 
ing, as he says, of the reader both 
judge and jury. The author sums up 
his clearand concise record of biograph- 
ical eyents and his dispassionate esti- 
mate of the man in these words ; 

“Paine had many virtues, but the 
greatest of them was his large human- 
ity. He hated cruelty in eyery form. 
He hated war, he hated slavery, he 
hated injustice; and his public life was 
one long battle against every form of 
oppression. Intolerance- he counted 
tyranny. Toleration was to him but a 
form of intolerance, for it.implies mercy 
when justice alone is asked. ‘This fine 
hate of wrong is of itself enough to lift 
his fame high above the vulgar slander 
of his enemies and the cloud of his own 
error, ” 
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Man isa bundle of habits, but of all 
habits the habit of despondence is the 
most pernicious to virtue and happiness. 
I once shipwrecked my frail bark on 
that rock; a friendly plank was vouch- 
safed me. Be you wise by my exper- 
ience, and receive unhurt the flower, 
which I have climbed precipices to pluck. 
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LILY DALE NEWS. 


The sick people are all on the gain. 
George Gens has gone back to work. 

E. E. Cuddeback of Friendship, N. 
Y., spent Tuesday with C. H. Piersons. 

W. Sission and Henry Wait, from 
Cassadaga, were guests of H. P. 
Woodcock the 25th. 

Our genial liveryman, Mr. Greena- 
myer, is kept busy keeping the roads 
and side walks passable. 

Mrs. Ed. Griswold underwent a 
serious operation at the General Hos- 
pital in Buffalo one day last week. It 
is reported that she is slowly improving. 

A letter was received from Mrs. 
Hyde saying the temperature at De- 
leon Springs, Fla., was 110 in the 
shade, quite different from the weather 
here. 

Mrs. Ben Luce has arrived home 
from Jamestown, where she went 
several weeks ago for an operation. 
Her many friends are glad to see her 
improving so rapidly. 

Miss Hazel Piersons has returned 
home from Jamestown, after attending 
a reception given by Miss Edith 
Horton, in honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
Truman Sheffel of Alabama. 


The snow is about sixteen inches 
deep on‘ the level, and it still keeps 
snowing. Mr. Graham Turner was for- 
tunate in getting the association ice 
house filled with nice clear ice before 
the storm came. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Piersons and 
daughter, Hazel, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Homer Todd received invitations for 
the 15th wedding anniversary of Mr. 
and Mrs. Israel Raymond, which 
will be celebrated Saturday” evening, 
Feburary 1, 1908. 

Mr. H, P. Woodéock has just passed 
his 84th birthday. He has been a Spir- 
itualist over forty-five years. The first 


work he read on Spiritualism was 
The Magic Staff, by Andrew Jackson 
Davis. Mr. Woodcock and Aunt Polly 


Horton are two of 


living on the camp, 


the oldest people 
One by one our 


old landmarks are passing away. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Winchester of 
Lily Dale have been visiting Cy H. 
Paine and family and Riward Kent of 
Holland. While at the latter place 
Mrs. Winchester suffered a stroke of 
paralysis, aifeciting her left side. She 


was placed on @ eot bed and taken to 
her home in Fredonia, accompanied by 
her husband and Mrs. C. H. Paine of 
East Aurora. 

Mr. George F. Kittredge, well known 
to many of the old campers, haying 
formerly owned a cottage here, and 
later worked in. the Sunflower office, 
but who for several years has been em- 
ployed at Hamburg in the office of the 
Erie County Independent, where the 
Sunfiower is now published, has been 
seriously ill for the past two weeks, 
He is now improving. 

—_———— >> 2—______ 
Biography of Moses Hull. 

After unavoidable delay, the Life 
and Work of Moses Hull, by his brother, 
Daniel W. Hull, supplemented with an 
interesting Memorial, is ready for issue. 
This book contains a detailed account 
of Mr. Hull’s early religious experiences, 
especially of his journey from Ortho- 
doxy via Adventism to Spiritualism; of 
his struggles and sacrifices on behalf of 
industrial and social reform, and for 
the establishment of the Morris Pratt 
School, which he considered the crown- 
ing work of his life. The volume con- 
tains 112 pages, is of fine workmanship 
throughout, It is accompanied by an 
excellent portrait of Mr. Hull, from a 
new half-tone cut, made especially for 
this work. 

Price, handsomely bound in cloth, 
$1.00. Strong paper cuver, 50 cents: 
Those who desire this book address 
Mattie E. Hull, Whitewater, Wis, 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


To Spiritualists of New Vork State. 


Dates are now being arranged for 
State Association meetings and the 
work of our State organizer and 
missionary for the fall and winter 
campaign. 

We shall be glad to hear from 
Spiritualists from all parts of the 
State, especially in localities where 
there are no organized societies, with 
a view to making arrangements for 
the holding of State Association meet- 
ings. 

We urge each Spiritualist to co- 
operate with the State Board in this 
matter, and request that you let us 
hear from you soon with information 
as to conditions in your locality. 
Write either to Mrs. T. U. Reynolds, 
Troy, N. Y., or to the president of 
the State Association. 

H. W. RICHARDSON, Pres. 
East Aurora, New York. 
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TRUTHFULNESS. 


It you wish to command the respect 
of and exert an influence among your 
fellowmen, be truthful. Whenever a 
person, even though it be but a child 
of tender years, has acquired a reputa- 
tion among his acquaintances for strict 
accuracy of statement whatever he 
Says carries with it a weight of 
conviction that such a reputation alone 
can give, 

There are a great many people who 
do not intentionally misrepresent the 
facts, who do not intend to tell a 
falsehood, and who do not, in the 
genera! sense of the term, tell a false- 
hood, ‘yet their statements do not carry 
much weizht when spetking upon cer- 
tain subjects or about occurrences that 
have come under their observation. 


They are generally considered as 
truthful people—people who will not 
maliciously misrepresent, but they 
lack accuracy ef observation, or else 
have failed to accustom themselves to 
accuracy of statement, and what they 
say is likely to be more or less exag- 
gerated, colored, as it were, by an 
ardent fancy, or swerved enough from 
the exact statement of what was 
actually seen or heard so as to make 
those listening to them more or less 
Suspicious of nearly all they say. So- 
briety-of speech, while it may not 
arouse immediate enthusiasm, is very 
convincing the man or 
woman, who is without imaginative 
insight and whose interest is not easily 
aroused in such subjects"as Spiritual- 
ists delight to investigate and discuss. 

Hence, the words af such people 
lack weight in just the proportion of 
their known propensity to exaggerate. 
It is therefore equally essential that 
you should be accurate as well as 
truthful if you desire to have your 
statements accepted without any mis- 
givings on the part of your listeners, 
It is not easy to decide which is the 
most dangerous person in society; the 
deliberate falsifier or the one who 
believes himself-to be truthful but 
exaggerates. The most inveterate of 
falsifiers will sometimes tell the truth, 
and, knowing this, their auditors are 
never quite sure whether they should 
give them credence or not; while, 
with the exaggerators, we are saying 
to ourselves: ‘‘This person believes 
what he says, but how much of it is 
true and how much is imaginative?” 
So we are kept in“ doubt by boih 
classes, f 
~ Itis, therefore, greatly to be gde- 
sired that every individual should be 
taught from his earliest childhood to 
sirive for accuracy of statement at all 
times and in all things, and that a 
failure to be accurate is, in a sense, 
a failure to be truthful; and every 
person, whatever his uge or station, 
would do well to try and keep this 
fact ever present to his consciousness 
and be governed thereby. 

There is another advantage gained 
from an established nabit of accuracy 
of statement, aside from the weight 
and influence that it gives to all your 
statements. It is this: it puts you in 
possessionof a fund of actual knowl- 
edge, in lieu of an undigested mass of 
loose impressions. 

No one can attain to accuracy of 
statement without first acquiring the 
ability to accutately obsérve and 
sufficient retentiveness of memory to 
accurately relate the thing observed. 

It follows, therefore, that a constant 
effort to be accurate is a continuous 
self-education, and a most helpful 
means of growth in the right direc- 
tion. Bear in mind that to,be truthful 
means something more than siinply 
refraining from so speaking or acting 
as to convey an impression that you 
know to be false, 

If you wish to acquire a reputation 
as being a truthful person in sucha 
sense that it will give weight and in- 
fluence to all your statements, you 
must learn to discriminate sharply 
between what you know and what you 
believe or think, so that when you 
affirm a thing to be true your hearers 
will fee] assured that you know it to 
be so of your own personal knowledge, 
and your reputation for accuracy ‘of 
observation and statement will corm- 
mand and compel a respectful recep- 
tion of your beliefs, for your beliefs 
wil! be the effects that flow from well- 
digested evidence, 

To be truthful, then, in the highest 
gense means to be accutately informed, 
and to impart information without 
either exaggeration or diminution; and 
a constant effort to be trethful in this 
higher sense of the word will result in 
the rapid intelleetual growth of all 
those who make it. Let each and all 
determine to make a constant endeavor 
to be truthful. | 

I am proud to say that among 


- Spiritualists there is no need for either 


their. 


falsehood or exaggeration; 


knowledge 4 is- SE of: on such indisput- @ Da es 


able facts that it would be simply 
silly to exaggerate or embellish it in 
any way. How I wish I could be 
equally generous to our opponents, but 
I cannot. Men and women come to 
my seances to investigute the phenom- 
ena of spirit return and the evidence 
of continuous life yith minds barren 
of all knowledge on such subjects, 
knowing nothing of physical or psych- 
ical laws, and if the whole mystery of 
Being is not laid bare to them at their 
first or second seance they rush into 
print or tell their friends there is 
nothing in it, the whole thing is a 
humbug. 

These people may not be naturally 
malicious, but they are incapable of 
weighing evidence, they err more 
through ignorance than design, and, 
even if they are ultimately convinced, 
they lend very little service to Spirit- 
ualism, owing to their inability to ex- 
pound its laws and describe without 
exaggeration the phenomena they have 
witnessed in the seancée room. 


There is a saying, that all things. 


come to’those who wait. Well, if 
any people in the universe can afford 
to wait spirits are the people. They 
have no need to come to us, unless it 
be out of the goodness of their hearts; 
a desire to point out to mortals a ray 
of the Nght that shines effulgently on 
them and a wish to let the denizens of 
our planet share some of the happiness 
of theirs, for while they ean do mény 
things for us, what can we do for 
them in return, unless it be to aid 
them according to our ability in 
spreading the glad tidings that there 
is no death and that according to our 
lives here so will be our lives in the 
world to follow? 

i Mrs. M E. WILLIAMS. 
Stapleton, Staten [siand. 
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High Tribute to Spiritualism. 


Spiritualism has had many criticisins 
from men who pose as thinkers, but 
who have little thought. The follow- 
ing is a view of Spiritualism from one 
of America’s greatest thinkers and 
preachers, long since passed into the 
realm of spirit, Theodore Parker, who 
years ago was a leading social and 
political reformer, who exercised 
greater freedom of thought and 
independence of speech than most of 
his contemporaries. Hear him, for 
it is a truth that has not changed 
with the years. He said: 

‘‘This party has an idea wider and 
deeper than that of the Catholic or 
Protestunt; namely, that God still in- 
spires men as much as ever; ihat He 
is omniscient in spirit as in space. 
For the present purpose and to avoid 
circumilocution, the doctrine may be 
called Spiritualism. 

This relies on no church tradition, 
or scripture, as the last ground and 
infallible rule. It counts these things 
teachers, if they teach—not master's; 
helps, if they help us—not authorities. 
It relies on the divine presence in the 
soul of men—the eternal word of God, 
which is Truth, as it speaks through 
the faculties He has given. It believes 
God as near the soul as matter to the 
sense; thinks the canon of revelation 
not yet closed, nor God yet exhausted. 
It sees Him in Nature’s perfect work; 
hears Him in all true scriptures, Jew- 
ish or Phoenician; feels Him in the 
inspiration of the heart; stoops at the 
same fountain with Moses and Jesus, 
and is filled with living water. It 
calls Ged Father, not King; Christ 
Brother, not Kedeemer; Heaven, 
Home; Religion, Nature. It loves and 
trusts, but does not fear. It sees in 
Jesus a man, living man-like; highly 
gifted and*living with blameless and 
beautiful fidelity to God—stepping 
thousands of years before the race of 
men—the profoundest religiosus genius 
that God has raised up; whose word 
and works help us to develop the nat- 
ural idea of a complete religious man. 

It lays down no creed, asks no sym- 
bol, reverences exclusively no time 
nor place, and therefore we can use all 
times and every place. It reckons 
forms useful to such as they help. Its 
temple is all space, its shrine is the 
good heart, its creed all truth; its 
ritual, works of love and utility; its 
profession. of faith a divine life: 
works without faith, within love of 
God and man. It takes all the help 
it can get; counts no word profane, 
though a heathen spoke it—no lie 
sacied though the greatest prophet 
luad said the word. Its redeemer is 


Within, its salvation within, its hea- 
ven ard its oracle of Goud.” 
-oeo eoe- 


To have something we have not, and 
to be something we are not, is the root 
of ail evil.—Sir William Temple. 


The geod things of life are not to be 
had singly, but come to us with a mix- 
ture—like a schoolboy’s holiday, with a 
task affixed to the tail of it.—Charles 
Lamb. f \ 
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Of homelands in the azure 


He hears them saying: 
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—Rey. Leslie Clare Manchester. 
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immortality of the Soul. — 


Sir Oliver Lodge recently delivered a 
remarkable address at the Memorial 
Hall, London, Eng., on The Immortality 
of the Soul. 


“The first simple truth that must he 
insisted on,” he said, ‘‘is the common- 
place but often ignored and even denied, 
fact that there is nothing immortal or 
persistent about the body except the 
material atoms of whichit is composed. 

“Any notion that these same ‘atoms 
will at some „future date be recollected 
and united With the disseciated and 
immaterial portion, so as to constitute 
ence more the complete man as he 
appeared here on earth, and who js 
thereafter to last forever, is a pagan 
superstition, though most unfortunately 
believed—or at least taught—by one 
great branch of the Christian church. 

“I want to make the distinet as- 
sertion that no really existing thing 
perishes, but only changes its form. 

“Physical science teaches us this 
clearly enough concerning matter and 
energy, the two great entities with 
which it has to do. Can life be a 
nonentity that has built up particles of 
carbon and hydrogen and oxygen into 
the form of an oak or an eagle ora 
man? 3 

‘Not so; noris it so with mind and 
consciousness and will, nor with memory 
and love and adoration, nor all the 
manifold activities which at present 
strangely interact with matter and 
appeal to our bodily senses and ter- 
restrial knowledge. 

“They are not ‘nothing’; nor shall 
they ever vanish into nothingness or 
cease to be. They did not arise with us; 
they never did spring into being. They 
are as eternal as the Godhead itself, 
and in the eternal Being they shail en- 
dure forever.’’ 

What was the soul? It was a con- 
trolling and guiding principle which is 
responsible for our consciousness and 
will, as well as for our own personal 
expression, and for the construction of 
the body under the restrictions of 
physical condition and ancestry.” 
What he understood by immortality he 
would illustrate by an example. Take 
the destruction of a picture; suppose it 
to be burnt. There was nothing to 
Suggest immortality about the ashes; 
the material embodying the beauty of 
form and color had teased to exist. 
But was the idea conveyed by the ma- 
terial lostalso? No, the idea was never 
in the pigments; it was embodied by 
them, by them had become incarnate. 
Although its materialization had been 
lost, it lived stillin the mind of the 
artist who hed ereated it, and in the 
minds of those whése perceptive fac- 
ulties had allowed them to understand 
and appreciate it. When the body died, 
the souhunderwent a change; it did not 
cease to be. 

“As it wus in the beginning, is now 
and ever shall be; world without end.’? 
That was one way | for expressing a 
truth too complex to be put ino a 
concrete formula Dew formed ona 


leaf; a little wi ile and it hazba 


Behold, the weird, sad face is calmer now! 
The pang of piercing spear and taunt is o'er. 
Insensate clay has folded mutely 'round 

His troubled heart the drapery of death. 


That saw his toiling foot-steps bravely come 
To shame and crucifixion when a throne, 
The throne of David and the world, were his. 


The white lids droop above their dimming brown, 
The white lids fall and veil forever more ~ 
The mockery of mem in Pilate’s judgment hall; 

The white lids fall, and Jo! the flowery dreams | 


He sees his Father's jasper viru and sees 
The throngs, the multitudes white robed, that dwell 
Beside the tides that swell the lisping seas. 
“Blessing ever more 
And homage unto Him who sitteth on < 
The starry throne of fadeless law and life.” 
He hears them speaking in a distant way,’ 
An echo of the worlds once fondly his; 
He hears them clearer on the shining cat, 
-A symphony of glad eternal choirs 
That welcomes through the 
The feet that knew the cruel shard and thorn, 
But now are pressing in the farther vales 
The petalled paths of sweet, unending peace. 


the upland skies 
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again. Its incarnate existence was 
temporary. As a drop it was born, and 
as a drop it died, but as aqueous vapor 
it persisted, Might it not also be so 
with our personality, our soul? It did 
not arise with us, nor would it vanish 
into nothingness. It was as eternal as 
the Godhead itself, and in the Btérnal 
Being it would endure forever. 

The body could not exist without a 
soul, but the reverse preposition was 
one that was exervising the minds of 
psychologisis. We possessed numerous 
means of communication in the flesh, 
and it was believed that telepathy would 
providé us with the means of spiritual 
communication. It might prove to be 
the link connecting us with incarnate 
entities. Thoughts were stored in mat- 
ter as sounds were, stored on the 
phonographic record, and it was legit- 
imate to suppose that a surviving per- 
sonality, although discarnate, might 
become materialized in us and operate 
on our senses. The mass of telepathic 
experiences which had been accumulated 
must mean something. It was per- 
missible to speculate regarding their 
probable meaning, although it was too 
soon to dogmatize. - 

— ___ 
How Spirits Communicate. 

The Harbinger of Light some time 
ago published an address, said to be 
given as a communication from Dr. 
Channing in spirit, regarding the pas- 
sage of matter through matter. He 
says that powerful ethers are the pri- 
mary cause of all forms of matter and 
of all forms of electricity. The elec- 
trons he calls ‘electricity material- 
ized.’? It is said -that the spirit 
chemist is able to deal directly with 
these ethers and electrons, and to 
change. une form of matter 
another almost instantly. He converts 
the particles of matter into ethers, 
and so passes one object through an- 
other and then causes them to resume 
their original form. Jt is through 
the use of these ethers that all spirit 
communications are made, he claims, 
and says: 

‘“When you hear the direct voice 
you are dependent on the ethers, for 
if it were not for them you would not 
hear anything. The spirit, when he 
knocks on your wall, produces sounds 
by the vibration of these ethers. 
Thunder is produced in something the 
same way. Certain atmospheres meet, 
and in the concussion eleciricity is 
generated and discharged, and that 
which follows is a rumbling noise or 
report, which you cali thunder. The 
spirit simply causes a concussion os 
vibration of the ethers, and it strikes 
upon the oral nerves in your brain, 
and you hear the knocks. Don’t for 
a moment imagine that spirits come 
down and knock with their knuckles 
as you do, It is all a matter of vibra- 
tions,’’ 
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To develop all one’s strength on two 
great things—work, and the riche t 


emotions of the soul—what can one ask 
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To me it is so es t 
true agent of the Higher 
it seems of little IPALARA 
physical origin was due, in ti 
way, to his father, Joseph, o 
then more advanced theory o 
Overshadowing Presence with 
mother, Mary, but to Spiritualis 
so familiar with demonstrati 
materializations, even this last 
is in no way miraculous or unte 

In his childhood. he was pre 
thus indicating the advanced g 
kis soul. 

He was borna Jew, and it was onl 
natural and right that their wi 
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to him than that of other nationalit f 
and that he should feel more aggrieved 
at their short-comings; especially a 
Jews at the time were more dey 
and better fitted by their habits of] 
to assimilate and dispense those hig gher 
principles of evolution which it was his 
mission to inaugurate. 

Previous to this the old Mose 
of justice, t'an eye for an eye a 
woth fer a tooth,’” was the aa 
ideal which had been given to i 
humanity on earth. 

desus liyed as he taught, the prir ine 
ple of love aio retaliation, but rathe 
to “‘do gaod to them that desp 
use you,”’ in the observance of ag 
er charity then the world had 
kown. 

He, with his then rare peyote 
ers, and his devotèd followers, 
have taken the kingdoms of thes world 
by storm. 

That he was a man, ahd sub 
all earthly conditions: and  considey 
ations, was evidenced by the fa | 
he fully realized this opportunity, 
that it proved a forty-days’ temp 
to him. 

That he was a God, or, ee 
came a God then, was proved. 
fact that he renounced this chan 
voluntarily chose the subsequent li 
which he knew “full well would be hii 
human portion. And he did thi 
order that he might exemplify U 
traths of the higher life which 
tried to show to the masses, and p 
4 way out of their material and 
bondage into the glories and joys 
the works of the Gods. 

He proved himself the master w 
his disciples called him, master 
earthly conditions, and his own person 
self, 3 

He wasan initiate of the Great Whil 
Brotherhood, and willingly chew 
behests. 

This Brotherhood exists today a 
then, and may be found if desire 
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Will This Answer the Question? 


In many cases those persons 
are skeptical in regard co the 
ness of hypnotic phenomena 
that if the hypnotic subject 
for instance, discover a murde 
bring him to justice and find his 
tim in cases where the body o 
murdered “one has been con 
they would begin to think the 
‘something init.” What wil 
say to the following account, con 
in a Capetown telegram to The 
ing Standard;—‘‘Thomas Ke 
caretaker a ihe Grabamstdyn 


Pinnock; discharged after the 
disagreed, and then re-arrest 
same charge, is now- to be tri 
charge of assault. The court 
cided that Kerr cannot be tried 
murder a second time, but th 
assault on’ which the new in 
is based permits the death p 
the event of his conviction. Th 
der of Ellen Pintiock was disc 
a remarkable manner. 
disappeared while on her w; 
with purchases from a Grah; 
grocer named South. South i 
hypnotist, and he placed ® young zm 
of his acquaintance, named S 
in a trance state, and asked h 
could trace the missing Bee 
replied that she bad been murd 
and her body {sy=.buried under 
floor of a house he could indicate 
afterwards accompsnied dete 
Kerr's house, and the — 
girl was found buried in the 
Staples afterwards identified 
the murderer whom be & 
trance.’’ Is the foregoing a 
of the tuth of pies 
scious perception, psy 
spirit action? Anys ry 
account as it rea 
appears to fally 1 
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'h true healer is one who has lived 

` health- -producing way and can 

ly give of his or her healthy condi- 
ya we would money to one who 
has none, Then, by practicing heal- 
out their, supply and will need another 
-to help them, or have only’ the evil— 
disease—for which they exchanged 
their health, to fall back on. That is 
the cause of healers becoming wrecks 

in the end. I know, as I learned from 
: _terrible experience. Common sense 
ought to teach us it is quite the same 

jin all eases, whether we give all. our 

= money to beggars, or anything else, 
_ in the end we have allowed o others to 

- drag us down to their level that they 
AE ad climb up at our expense, or live 
pat the expense of others, whicn, 

surely, is not right. 

- [Ewe will not live right and create” 
right conditions we should not be 
elped, but taught how to’live right. 

JT have’ found the fault is our own. We 
not care to learn if it destroys our 
bies or shows us our faults. That 

À rey some must have the punish- 
nents in the form of disease, suffer- 

x T g and troubles, and if that does not 
teach us to do different and desire to 

i à learn that we may live right, then it 
is best to let such alone, for it is not 

nly waste of good time, but for the 
d of the would-be helper. If the 
pners prefer to sin let them suffer 
onsequences. To help such only 
abe He, helper—does more harm 
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When we understand eik wonder- 
il things thoroughly then we see it 
only through lack of understanding 
t we make such a mess of life, 
O even when we think—but do not know 
-Awe are-doing right. - ; 
Some. healers will say, ‘‘It does nat 
arm me to_ heal.’’ - Why, it is ba- 
a “they do not heal.. They only 
fer it to another body, which can- 
oven, for do they ot throw it 
mY ‘But where: it gocs they do not 
“know, or care to know. J hay xa bron 
of healers who. aiae aah diseases to 
È “thase” near and dear to them and 
a “ eouldn’t cure them, so they died. 
at i mee the so-called healer got the 
glory. Why, almost “any fool can 
sweep the dirt inte a neighbor’s yard 
for him to take care of, and that’s all 
"most. healers do, What I cannot des-_ 
y I cannot heal, i Nothing ean be 
ved until the cause creating the 
effects is estroyed. ‘Effects are only 
es transferre elsewhere, which is the 
Lae = Me. a Dae body reflecting sick- 
ness. 
= Having made : study of this for 
many years I learned. much which can 
i “be proven, when you want the proof. 
Simply desire the whole truth, then 
` ou will get proof enough and soon 
learn to knowthings just as they are, 
then the seeming does not blind you to 
~ simple facts. A hulf-truth is often 
= deceiving and often dangerous to have. 
at we want to know, and 
shty understand, is cause and 
. As we are apt to see only part 
t e effect, - which may bea trap to 
h the ignorant, to help the wrong 
its may grow and gain power. 
Deception: often appears good and 
beautiful as an angel of light. We 
. the beautiful outer. covering of 
ideous wrongs within and blindly 
ild. after it. It becomes a hobby 
which we use like. fools or insane 
ople and then wonder at the- bad 
ets. When we quietly seek truth 
mes to us and is belpful to us. 
1 we are willing to learn, then 
do not need or have the bitter les- 
hey are to lash us into right 
w pe hose who 


the sinner to” seek 
come the sin, but the ba 
the sinners the cause 
destroy that, nine time Ot 
=u Sied refuse to dp it, Then, is 
right to heip"them ws ie. 
fhe only true ae for disease is to 
sinning, ‘Then, is it not- best ta 
Ee know? When people think 
eitserice to be sick or in trouble, 


ey will learn to create health other.’’ Man is TR to get bor 
: to be. othe h bair stega, 


they will, in course of time, give- 


‘live. 


' kingdoms, first, 


The true “God, ¢ or in ige 


_ made all of which Sante but 


ph to think, but a help Abiit 


how to help ourselves in the right way. 

We are sinners and beggars as long 
as we depend on others. It is the 
n effect of a wrong teaching that the 
few might lord it over the many, thus 
a wrong grew and created different 
wrongs, until it is almost impossible 
to trace the cause that it may be 
destroyed. 

“ Physician, heal thyself, ’’ Means. 
self-cure. Then, we are our own 
physician or healer. My mother could” 
cure a burn instantly. I worshiped’ 
her and suffered so she could have the 
glory, for every time she onreg I had 
a fever, a severe burn, a severe fover. 
I never was free from sudden attacks 


of fevers until after she passed out. - 


She did not know until after her death | 
that she had caused it. That proved 

to me how we transfer from one to 

another. Then I did my best to learn 

‘all about the healing business and dis- 

covered much. 

Some cases of healing will effect 
the trie healer worse than others. It 
proves the true nature of the one 
healed. A selfish person often kills 
the healer, for such do not icare how 
they make others suffer, so they dé 
not suffer. “The sogner such natures 
are allowed to die the better for 
others. What cannot be cured ought 
not be ‘endured. 

Mistaken kindness only dos harm. 
What we help- we become a part of, 
Then why help the wrong to live? 


When we give of our health and © 


strength to help the unworthy not even 
the money gained that way will do us 
any good. I did not heal for money, 
but “to gain true knowledge, and I 
surely got what I sought. 
very apt to gain what we want most, 
which is the reason most healers do 
not understand the healing power, but 
think it about everything but what it 
is. 

While experimenting I made up my 
mind if I eould catch part of a disease 
from another I could catch it all, and 
cured others that way. They got well 

s soon as I caught it. Then L would 
study « out the cause and went to work 
un that. Some of. my experiments 


almost killed me, but I surely learned — 


at thing or two whieh is best to know. 
Knowledge jis power. All can have 
that power when they want it, for the 
good of all. A selfish person vibrates 
to all that’s low, therefore-does not 

et the higher truths. Such could see 
it written in the skies and \ would not 
understand. 

Those who only use a knowledge for 
its commercial value gain only what 
they buy for money, thus that com- 
mercial spirit lives, and is helped to 
Free!y give, freely get. Then, 
as you give, the new flows in its place, 
thus are we ever kept filled and do 
not become stagnant pools of old dis- 


ease-breeding knowledge of the dead | 


past, but ever fill up with new truths 
that are life-giving. ` s 
There is nothing new under the sun, 
Then, why not go above it to gain 
new truths? Is it not as we think and 
hold fast to that is the cause of the 
stagnation in life. The bodies die be- 
cause we do not know how to prevent 
it, then, to cover our ignorance, we 
say that is as it should be. Can we 
prove it right? How easy. to talk all 
around a subject, proving nothing and 
thinking that’s all there is to it, 
when, in fact, it may be only a waste 
of time and empty words. Can we 


` improve on the ‘past? ‘That is what 


we ought to ask, then go aheud and do 
our best to improve in every way, for 
a half way, or only one way, causes 
more confusion and mistakes. When 
we keep busy healing self, then we 
haven’t any time to heal others. Not 
one is worth saving who will not try 
at least to save self. 

‘God wo:ks in silence,’’ The fool- 
ish make a big fuss about little things 
and the less they understand the more 
fuss they make about it. That is why 
so little knowledge was at first gained 
about spirit life, and why new begin- 
ners are so enthusiastic. What they 
lack in understanding they make up in 
fuss, and if it’s.a money-making 
scheme, then the fuss is kept up for 
that purpose. The commercial spirit 
teaches different lessons. It proves 
‘man he has developed above the lower 
by working for a re- 
‘ward—pay, thereby getting the means 
to be independent of others, Not be- 
ing satisfied with the reward given, 
man says, ‘‘I will fit myself to get 
what I- want, not only take what is 
given me, which ‘may only suit an- 
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(WRITTEN FOR THE SUNFLOWER.) 


Tell: me not in grief and sadness 
That the world is going wrong, 
That the joyous notes of gladness 


Are dropping” out 


ea the love of gain is growing, 
That humanity is less, 

That the strongest hands are sowing 
-Only seeds of selfishness. 


Kindness, 


“The Upward ATAI 


Phat i in the darkness floating o'er us 
Greed’s fell banner is unfurled 
Shutting out the light before us, 
“That cold money rules the world.” 
Let me tell you this—that never ` 
_In the hist’ry of the race 
Has the truth’s uplifting lever 
Had so doininant a place. 


gently outward reaching, 
“Has a language all its own, 
With a subtler way of teaching 


of life's sweet song, 


iss 


£ 
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Than the past has ever known, 
Through a higher sense expressing 


Charity’s 


entrancing door, 


With its helpfulness and blessing, 


Never stood so wide before. 


Ne’er before such recognition 
Of the dread disease of crime, 
So much thought of the condition 


Fostering this blot of grime. 


And we read the wondrous story 
Of the prison of despair 

Turned to the reformatory, - 

- With its promise bright and fair. 


Even God—feared through the ages, 

* Tyrant on a throne above— 

Stands upon thesé brighter pagés 

_ The embodiment of Love, 

Whose laws, so merciful and tender, 
Have bridged the silence of the grave 


And brought with 


The wisest ones of every nation 


an enduring 
“The truths of Heaven to help and 


splendor 
Saye. 


Feel the all awak’ning light, 
And touched by angel inspiration 
Are making hist’ry for the right, 
Reading by love's shining letter, 
> Selfishness is on the move, 


‘The world is tenderer, 


traer, better, 


We are in the upward groove. 


North Collins, N. Y. 


—Hinma Train, 
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is is he any better than a dog? When ~ 


he is not that proves he has developed 
above the animal nature. Jesus (aught 
the natural effects would be that even 
the son of God and man would not 
have a place to lay his head if he did 
not provide it for self. Even the an- 
imal provided for self, not only a 
home, but food. Then, should not 
man do better. . 

And when Jesus healed he said, 
‘Thy sins are forgiven. Go, sin no 
more, knowing, if they continued in 
sin, disease would be the effect. When 
we earnestly desire to live right, then 
we drift into right ways and reap good 
results, then the physician and healer 
will be out of a job and with the 


priests and preachers will learn some- 


thing else to do where mee can do 
more good. 
Kansas City, Mod - ` C. ELLS. 


Milton Baker, Boy @rator. 

Milton Baker, the boy orator of Dal- 
las, Tex., lectured last night at W. O. 
W. hall, 428 Avenue D., on The Re- 
ligion of Spiritualism Applied to 
Present Day Needs. He said, in part: 

“There are those. who claim that 
Spiritualism is akin to agnosticism. 
This is a direct. falsification. On the 
contrary, Spiritualism is the one for- 
midable foe of agndsticigm, since it 
offers proofs of the things that agnos- 
ticism denies. 

The ushers were taxed to their ut- 
he large crowd 
present, Las AN ad Okla., 
Daily News-Republig. di 
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A Prediction. 


The Harbinger of Light recently 
contained a spirit communication, 
published ‘‘as a record for future 
verification or otherwise.’’ It is a 
prediction from a contributor who 
says: ‘‘l have been wandering round 
the Pacific: Slope of North America 


and observing the subterranean con- 


ditions existing in that region. [ 
think the citizens of San Francisco 
are unwise in rebuilding that great 
city. Experience will teach them this 
in time, I suppose, for, in my opinion 
another earthquake wil occur, more 
disastrous than the last, when the 


‘whole of the city will topple down 


again. I donot say this will happen 
immediately, although it will be sub- 
ject to minor shocks in the interim. 
The next calamity will be a general 
upheaval, when not only San Francis- 
co, but the whole of that coast line, 
for a distance of two hundred miles, 
will glide into the sea like this (press- 
ing the palm of one hand obliquely 
over that of the other). twill be a 
vast land slide, as it appears to me; 
for I can see it approaching. The 
entire coast is internally honeycombed 
and slowly crumbling away, so tbat 
the weight of the upper crust, with 
no sulid base beneath, will break away, 
It will be the preatest vatastrunhe 

which has been witnessed since the 
destruction of Atlantis. It may not 
take place for a few years, but come 
it surely will, involving the overthrow 
not only of San Francisco, but of other 
populous places as well, while tens 
of thousands cat cages lives will be 


“Jost.”! + 


“Spirit Directs AR Rescue, i 


eie. Wash.—*“There are more 


things in heaven and earth than are 


dreamed of in your or my philosophy. 
I donot say that I believe or disbelieve 
in spirits, second sight, or thought 
transmission. I simply know the facts 
as I saw them along with other men, 
and you may draw your own con- 
clusions.’ ‘ 

This remark by Capt. Omar J. Hum- 
phrey of the Alaska Commercial com- 
pany was called forth by a query 
regarding things occult. Coming from 
one of the most capable mariners in 
this port and one whose twenty years 
experience as shipmaster in Alaska 
would drive anything but the hardest 
common sense from his head, it is of 
unusual interest in the light of the facts. 
Capt. Humphrey was first mate of the 
ship Rainier, Capt. S. S. Morriscn, 
from Philadelphia to Kobe in 1843, 
when the vessel was wrecked on Ujea 
reef, latitude 9 degrees north, longi- 
tude 139 degrees. west. The crew 
ef thirty one men was rescued by 
cannibals from an island tén miles 
away and treated kindly. It was a 
puzzle to the seamen for -some time 
why the natives were so fr from home 
and at sach an opportune time. 

Yen days after the wreck the lang- 
boat of the Rainier, in charge of Sec- 
ond Mate W. H. Drohn and four men, 
left for China Capt. Morrisen built a 
schooner and two months later started 
away, leaving behind theSfirst mate 
and ten men, About a month after 


gbe captain’s departure the chief of 


the cannibals cane to Mate Hun- 
phrey and gave him some startling ir- 
formation. 

“His wife had died some months be- 
fore,’’ said Capt. Humphrey in relating 
the incident, ‘‘and while asleep on tre 
mats in his hut yher spirit appeared to 
him in human form, he said, and after 
awakening Shim told him that a ship 
was wrecked at the coral reef where 
we struck. This was the reason why 
the savages put out ten miles from 
their home and rescued us. The wife 
appeared again to the; chief and told 
him the longboat ofjthe white men had 
been picked up at sea aljlong ways off 
and that one was dead and the others 
crazy. The schooner with the captain 
had sailed to a small trading station, 
where the captain was sick and could 
not go farther. In a few days the 
chief said the big eanve with savages 
would come to the island Zand kill the 
white men if they bad the opportunity. 
In ten weeks a ship would come with 
the second mate and ail would be taken 
away on this ship. The story was told 
on a Saturday evening, and I remem- 
ber it as vividly as if it were only 
yesterday. We waited with great 
anxiety to see if the story of the wife’s 
Spirit would prove true. 

“On the following Sunday about 2 
o'clock in the afternoon a large canoe 
loaded with savages from an island 
thirty miles away landed and but fer 
the chief they would have attacked ug,’ 
They told of a large ship, wrecked on 
their island, the crew of which they 
had killed, and showed pistols and a 
musket with Japanese characters cut 
in the barrel and stock. There is 
likelihood that the ship mentioned by 
them was a Japanese treasure ship 
reported ‘wrecked on the Marshail 
group of islands and for which there 
have sincé been parties of treasure 
hunters outfitted in San Francisco to 
recover the gold. 

“On the following Sunday the 
United States sloop of war Essex, 
with Capt. A. H, McCormick (row 
admiral) in charge, came to the i: lend 
with Second Mate Drohn aboard. 
After cruising about for fourteen days 
in mid-ocean the longboat had been 
picked up as the savages had deseribed 
by the British ship Catalina, Capt. 
Williams, from Sydney, N. S. W., for 
Saigon. Oné of the crew was dead and 
the other three insane from hunger 
and thirst. They were forwarded from 
Saigon to Hongkong, where, through 
the American consul, Col. John S. 
Mosby, the Essex was sent t6 our assist- 
ance, 

“Commander MeCormick had orders 
to proceed direct to Yokohama, but on 
hearing the remarkable results ofthe 


predictions he changed his course and - 
proceeded to the place where it had 


been foretold Capt. Morrison would be 
found. At the trading station wo 
found the party exactly as predicted, 
after which the Essex took us all to 
Yokohama. -Capt Morrison lived fof 
years in Santa Clara, while Capt. 
Drohn was pert captain at the United 
States shippard at St. Michael, Alaska, 
for a long while.’’ 2 
~ ee + — X 

30 through life with soft influences — 
breathing around thee, keep thy heart 
high above the many-colored mist of 
earth - ‘and above 


its storm-clouds.— a © 


s 
` 
i 

\ 

\ 
f 


E: i 


>e 


d ta 


SPIRIT HOMES AND SPIRIT PEOPLE: 


An Address, as reported in 
MRS. 


To know, if knowledge be possible, 
to gain information concerning the 
reality of life after death, through 
communion established with those who 
dwell in that life, concerning them- 
selves, their surroundings, their 
conditions, and the laws which govern 
them. 

Spiritualism clearly and unmistak- 
ably demonstrates that spirit people 
ean and do return, and that through 
those who are psychically sensitive on 
this side, can give information con- 
cerning their experiences after death. 

The first thought we seek to em- 
phasize in dealing with this great 
question of the spirit people is that 
toncerning the naturainess of their 
condition. They simply go on living, 
continuing to be themselves, gaining 
greater power of development, and to 
find ever—and this is important—that 
limitation, if limitation there be, is in 
themselves, rather than in their 
environment; limitation in their own 
lack of power, lack of appreciation or 
expression, rather than in the reality 
of spirit life. Side by side with this 
recognition of truth should be the 
knowledge of the possibility and the 
actuality of growth; that the limita- 
tion of the present need not be the 
limitation of the future, when the 
spirit has gained greater power of 
understanding and clearer method of 
expression. 

Try and imagine, for a moment, 
how you would feel supposing you 
were called upon to suddenly leave 
your earthly body and enter the spirit 
side of life, and ask yourselves how 
far you are equipped to enter that 
other life, how well you are prepared 
to. do without that physical body, 
which has been yours so Jong and 
through which you have manifested 
during the experiences of earthly life. 
Death does not change the spirit who 
passes therethrough, and just as you, 
individually in your own varying con- 
ditions, may be well prepared or not 
prepared to quit your earthly life, so 
the spirit people who have gone on 
have been suitably equipped, or other- 
wise, to enter that other life. We 
want to point out that the one who has 
passed on is not of necessity wonder- 
fully different from the one who is 
still living the earthly life. The ten- 
dency is to have the old-time limita- 
tion of thought, the old difficulties of 
prejudice and the old pre-conceptions, 
henée it follows that the conditions of 
the spirit people Vary wonder!ully. _ 

It. is recognized on the spirit side 
of life that there is an even more in- 
timate relationship between man and 
his environment than there is when he 
is on the earth, and in the association 
of this great question of the homes of 
the spirit people so very much depends 
upon the individual, upon his degree 
of activity, of his power of thought 
and expression, and of his measure of 
understanding. Often the affirmation 
has been made, and truly made, that 
man, in a measure, prepares his spirit 
home, while still in the body; but, 
largely, this process of home building 
while on earth is an unconscious one. 
Rarely, even among Spiritualists, do 
we find individuals who, unaerstand- 
ingly, are striving to build their spirit 
homes, seeking to order their life’s 
expression on earth so as to render it 
certain that their home shall be well 
ordered and well built for their dwell- 
ing place on the spiritual side of 
existence. By far the great majority 
are more inclined to let it be what it 
used to be before they understood 
the closeness of spirit association and 
reality of spirit communion; a hap- 
hazard sort of process, perhaps a 
record of something in which they will 
find delight, or, on the other hand, 
something that will cause them stings 
of remorse and shame. 

Let us take, for illustration, the 
case of an average individual passing 
through the change of death and 
awakening into spirit consciousness. 
Perhaps he may have had a somewhat 
vague and imperfect notion about 
spirit life and the conditions which 
await him on the other side. He may 
have had the hope strong within him 
that somehow or other there would be 
found brightness and beauty, gladness 
and joy; but in regard to definite 
thought and exact perception the aver- 
age individual has usually very little 
clear understanding as to what awaits 
him. He wakens ‘to consciousness on 
the spirit side of life and is welcomed 
by the spirit people, usually those who. 

are nearest and dearest to him. There 
is generally a degree. of gladness and 


The Two Worlds, given by 


M. H. WALLIS 


rejoicing on the part of those who 
welcome him; they rejoice that another 
has overcome the limitations of earth 
life and penetrated the reality of 
spirit consciousness. 

Then he finds himself in his own 
place, and gradually begins to gain a 
measure of perception in regard to 
spiritual surroundings. Sometimes, 
however, the haze of earth life so 
continues that there is practically 
little clear understanding of what 
constitutes the reality of spiritual 
life. There is such a clinging to the 
thought and experiences that it seems 
to the new comer’ that life could not 
be lived without taking part in its 
routine of eating and drinking and 
mingling with neighbors and friends, 
as of old upon the earth. Then when 
the thought is presented, and the 
measure of conviction reluctantly 
gained, 
continue in the same way on the spirit 
side of life, it seems tu the average 
individual almost as 1f everything had 
gone, because the earthly occupations 
have gone as though one had been 
cast adrift upon heaving waters with- 
out compass or guide.’ True, there is 
the recognition of the presence of 
other spirit people, and the perception 
of some of the surroundings; but sim- 
ilar questions to those propounded on 
your side are often asked by the new- 
comer on the spirit side, ‘* How do you 
spend your time?’’ ‘‘How are your 
powers exercised if those conditions 
of the earth life are left behind or 
not perfectly maintained on the spirit 
side?” 

In most stages of consciousness the 
knowledge is gradually gained, that 
the experiences associated with the 
earth life are only the witness born to 
the inner powers possessed; that the 
ability of expression in varied ways, 
with which the earthly life was 
connected, was only the manifestation 
of the indwelling power or expressive 
energy which the individual possessed. 
Then follows the gradual perceiving of 
the greater truth, that man, without 
many of the laborious methods with 
which life was associated, can mani- 
fest his thought, can measure his 
degree of consciousness, and find con- 
tinually greater developments await- 
ing him, through the the exercise of 
his spiritual powers, than ever he 
found upon the earth. 

Spirit people live a real active life, 
if they so determine, for we recognize 
how much depends upon those who 
have entered this larger realm after 
the change of death. Many circum- 
stances of earthly life continue to urge 
man forward; necessity drives him, 
and very often there is the feeling, 
**Oh! if I could only do what I like!’ 
Very often there is the feeling of 
rebellion against the circumstances 
which compel him to go forward ina 
certain rut, or to travel by a certain 
road; so many feeling their lives are 
largely determined for them, without 
any measure of choice on their own 
part. Much of this is changed on the 
spirit side of life, so that man is 
brought to the understanding of the 
necessity for his choice, for the neces- 
sity for bis manifestation of fitness, 
and the striving to consciously grow in 
unison with the great law of life and 
being. ` The people who have been 
scarcely able to choose in the earth 
life find somë degree of difficulty with 
the power of choice on the spirit side. 

They are hardly able to realize that 
they must choose, they must act, and 
their immediate conditions will be 
wonderfully affected by that which 
they are capable of manifesting. So 
many on the spirit side long for rest, 
and it is there if they really need it, 
but the line of distinction is drawn 
between laziness and weariness, and 
those who are inclined to be lazy on 
the other side of existence find them- 
selves surrounded by a misty and 
cloud-like state which serves to shut 
them in, and which can only be 
dispelled by their own activity and 
determination. 

But, rest for those who are weary— 
that is restful, indeed. There are 
spirits who are wonderfully and beau- 
tifully gifted to minister to those who 
need rest, as long as that condition is 
necessary; but, sooner or later, they 
are brought to. the realization of their 
own powers and abilities, and the 
gradual perception of how those 
powers and abilities can be used and 
exercised, 

_ We would like to point out, in 


connection with these spirit homes, 
that though they are eat for paver which per 
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that these things do not- 


* conditions? 


those 


not in gey “sense of 


the ‘earth, i 

being finis shed t at the spirit home is 
entered or eived by those who 
journey on, e conditions have to 
be changed, and, perhaps, wonderfully 


altered by Watereater development 
and added “power which those spirit 
people may gain and express. The 
necessity for the greater exercise of 
the powers possessed is experienced 
atter death, just as there is the neces- 
sity on this side of existence which 
drives man, whether he will or not, 
to exercise all his powers and to 
gather that which will be of use to 
him and to his. Fitness gives the 
right of entrances to the realms of 
spirit. 

The power of manifestation of 
thought, which the individual possesses 
affects wonderfully the conditions 
in which he finds himself. These 
conditions are registered for him 
continuously, and so in the building 
and maintaining of these spirit homes 
man is met by certain laws, or the 
action of certain Jaws, that he must 
mould or fashion in accordance with 
his desires and with his fitness. If 
his desires are larger than his powers, 
then his ability of expression will be 
faulty and incomplete; if his thought 
be larger than his power of expres- 
sion, then, again, there will be the 
faultiness and incompletion which is 
mainfest. 

The process of life’s experience in 
this regard, after death, is to incline 
him to render harmonious his thought 
and his power of expression, to gain 
a measure, and a degree of under- 
Standing, so that the process of 
registration shall be wonderfully full 
and complete, and even prophetic of 
the greater power and grander expres- 
sion, which shall become more and 
more easy for him. 

Those who are inclined to have a 
drifting tendency are not at first able 
to gather the best, which otherwise 
might be experienced by them in this 
other life, Hence, we -claim that 
man should cultivate the power of 
clearness and exactness of thought on 
this side of existence, that, even 
here, the spirit people who are still 
associated with the earthly body should 
strive to understand the relationship 
hetween themselves and their environ- 
ment, and to render the process of 
registration even mor2 fall and com- 
plete and more fully guided by. them. 

What kind of home do you expect 
to have when you pass hence, if you 
have not built the edifice properly, if 
you have not prepared the requisite 
Tf the beautiful home is 
longed for, and there is inability to 
manifest the beauty of character, that 
home will not really he gained or 
possessed; yet, if, as ihe result of the 
life lived on earth, there are heavy 
blots and blurs, untinished conditions, 
and imperfect manifestation in asso- 
ciation with the home, all this can be 
changed if the spirit be earnest in 
thought, strong in aspiration, striving 
eyer to get more and more in unison 
with truth and love and sympathy. 

We hold that man has the right of 
entrance to all the varied spheres and 
states which life can’ present; the 
grandest heights, the most glorious 
states of exaltation are open to him 
when, through fitness, he has evidenced 
his right to them, and gained his 
power of penetration of things, which 
are in accordance with the need of his 
spiritual nature. 

Do you hope to have a_ beautiful 
home hereafter? Then fashion that 
home as you journey through life's 
way. Do you think you are going to 
have peaceful conditions on the other 
side? Then make those conditions 
now. Do you expect you are going to 
scale the heights or probe the depths 
in this larger life? Then equip your- 
selves here and now, so that you shall 
fain a greater measure of perception, 
greater power of expression, and real- 
ize more fully what you are. The 
spirit home is built and maintained in 
accordance with man’s development. 
Spirit people dwell in conditions they 
have rendered possible for themselves, 
and there are the grandest and most 
glorious experiences for those who are 
fitted for them, 


The other side of the picture! 

The state of darkness, doubt, and 
fear for all those who make it possible 
because of their own lack of power of 
expression and understanding. Man 
must grow from the state of ignor- 
ance to the state of knowledge, though 
he traverse the stony road in the 
effort; though he” have the bitterest 
experience as the result of the process; 
though he cry out. in very agony of 
spirit, ‘‘ Would to God | this condition 
might not be mine.” Whatsoever his 
feelings or te cy to rebellion, 
whatsoever his ST oubt, 
fear, he must le pr 


1 spirit. “Well it is ‘for “hoa deez Ak 


‘and striving to use those pow 


the divine purpose, and becoming a. 
witness to the divine life and being. 
May you realize that life is beau- 
tiful and wonderful; may you realize 
that you are privileged, indeed, if you 
are enabled to see something of its 
meaning; may you rejoice and be 
exceeding glad because you are being 
brought to an understanding of your- 
selves; may you count stripes as little, 
and burdens as light, if through 
experience you are gaining spiritual 
development and spiritual knowledge; 
may you rejoice, day by day, because 
of what life presents to you; may you 
pray with increasing prayer and 
aspiration that you may grow in abil- 
ity and perception; may you rejoice 
because you are spirits here and now, 
destined to go on living continuously ; 
may you rejoice because you will have 
all you deserve, all that is possible 
for you when you, as spirit people, 
enter that larger life which awaits 


you, 
* The great God understands and 
recognizes the application of the 


divine law to your imperfection, and 
leads you, if you will but be obedient, 
by pleasant ways to continual joy 
through the unison of spirit and the 
recognition of the glory, beauty and 
freedom that comes from true unison 
with the divine thought and purpose. 
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Spirit Shows Money Hid. 

Miss Lucy Alvord, of Taylortown, 
N. J., told her brother, Claude, on Sun- 
day morning that her grandfather, who 
died in 1837, came to her in adream the 
night before, appearing so natural that 
although she had never seen a picture 
of him, she recognized him from her 
mother’s description. He was middle 
aged and wore a beard. In the dream 
he seemed to shake Miss Alvord and 
arouse her. She stared at him and 
was about to speak, but he indicated 
silence and motioned her to follow him. 

She followed him into the kitchen of 
the house, a wing that was built long 
before the Revolution. The honse it- 
self has:been occupied by the Alyord 
family for five generations. 


Stepping to the north side of the « 


great room the man epened the iron 
door of the brick oven alongside the 
fireplace. He stepped inside the big 
oven and. reappeared with a stone jar 
which he set on the table in the middie 
of the room. He then seemed ob- 
livious-to the presence of Miss Alvord, 
and to her, in the dream, his conduct 
seemed perfectly natural. He dug his 
chands into the crock and brought them 
out filled with gold pieces. He emptied 
the crock on the table and began to 
stack and count the money. He made 

separate stacks of English and Amer- 
ican coins and of the different denom- 
inations. He made figures on a slip of 
paper, which he totalled and put in his 
pocket. 

Then the visitor put thé money back 
into the crock and crawled into the 
oven. Miss Alvord peered in and saw 
him wall up the crock with bricks and 
mortar which were waiting. The oven 
is six feet deep and the new wall was 
scarcely noticeable in the great depth. 
When all had been secured the man 
closed the iron door. Then Miss Alvord 
woke up. 

When she met her brother at break- 
fast she told him the story. The 
vividness of her dream had frightened 
her. But she insisted that her brother 
attack the wall of the oven. She was 
confident that he would find the Stone 
crock and the treasure. He laughed at 
her, but to humor her went at the wall 
with a crowbar. The first light blow 
went through the wall. A few blows 
demolished it, and there lay a crock 
such as the woman had seen in her 
dream. 

The excitement of the sister and 
brother knew no bounds. They 
dragged out the crock and opened it, 
and before their eyes lay gold. They 
emptied it on the kitchen table—a 
table made generations. ago out of a 
slab of pine. They counted the money. 

In the heap of gold was four thous- 
and and some odd dollars. The stacks 


weighed eighteen pounds on a grocer’s | 


scales. 

The hoard belonged to Silas Alvord, 
the grandfather, in all probability. 
He was the last of the family to work 


an iron forge on the place. He made 
anchors, anchor chains and other 
implements. When he died, in 1837, it 


was thought he had a fortune. Ap- 
parently, however, he left nothing but 
the farm, valuable in itself. ‘Then his 
relatives. thought he had lost his PSY 
in wildcat banks. 


Miss Alvord’s story of the d E 
of oan old was told about ie countryside, 
all day uzeaterdag neighbors heard 
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all 


here and saw wh 
and now; well it is for those who a are removed. —Nev 
growing consciously in unison with 1908. 
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Helen Keller, the bli 
in spite of her deprivation E 
tions, isa bright and ch : 
and in her book on “Optim: s 
“If I should try to say aney e 
of the optimist, I should s The 
like this: T believe in God, 
man, I believein the power o 
I believe it is a sacred duty t 
age ourselves and others; to h 
tongue from any unhappy wo d 
God’s world, because no man 
right to complain of a” unive ? ck 
God made good, and which thousand: 
of men have striven to keep go od. 
believe we should so-act that w S m: 
draw nearer and more near the 
when no man shall live at hisea 
another suffers.” That isa 
creed, and one which every Spi 
we think, may fully endorse, — 
don’t like the reference to Dei y 
that out, and it is an excellen 
then. 
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E Columbus, 0, 

3 _. G. He Brooks writes: The last Sunday 
F 4 in January I closed my first month's 
"a engagement with the First Spiritualist 


Church of Columbus, and -bave had 
‘good audiences from the first, anda 
a 2 good deal of interest is made. manifest 
_ “in the teachings of Spiritualism. We 
are to hold a. social this week, in the 
~- parlors of the church, and the pros- 
+ pect is there will be a good attendance. 
Iam going to try to get the friends 
- Organizedinto a working society, when 
each shall fee! there is a work for them 
to do. 

Lam now making engagements with 
s _ “Societies for the season of 1908 and 
1909, and hope to -have my months all 
taken. My home address is 856 
~ Holton street, Milwaukee, Wis., but 
any mailsen; to my Columbus address 
will reach me for February and March. 
_ My address is 190 South Sixth street, 

ae ~~ Columbus, O. 

I always close my services with 
psychometric readings, and shall be 
glad tocorrespond with societies through 
the country. 

Truly, the friend of all, > 

~ .G. H. Brooks, 


PA Good Words for a Worker. 
jaan +4 Ashtabula, 0., December a, 1907. 
flower: > igen 

_ -I have been interested as a "Helle 

_ and Spiritualist for more than. fifty 

T as a student in Spiritualism, 
and, Mr. Editor, I am always pleased 

Ti when Lean do anything to assist others 
in finding comfort; such as we find in 
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= 3 ie advice giyen to us from our spirit 
friends. - 
Ae = Mrs. Mary C. Ward has been a most 


ge welcome guest in my bome for the 
= pasttwo months. During this time, 
she in her unselfish manner, has not 
only captivated- your correspondent, 
_ buc many others, who haye listened 
to words of wisdont through her in- 
_ spired lips and her every-day life is 
an excellent sermon of sincerity to any 
_iruth-loving person, that uur cause has 
an exemplary advocate in her. She 
wins through kind words, not with 
harsh and unfeeling criticisms, against 
any who do not know the beautiful 
teachings of Spiritualism and there- 
fore adhere to their church with its 
_ old theories and creeds. The real 
d fault is ours, as Spiritualists, beeause 
we have not been zealous in present- 
:  jng our thoughts through representa- 
eae impressive messures, to more 
cz = forcibly draw the skeptic and invest- 
~ igator into-our fold, ministered to by 
= invisible intelligences, who are ever 
mr- _ “present. 
. Mrs. Mary C: Ward Jeaves us soon 
as a speaker and genuine message 
~ bearer for our loved ones. She enters 
int the field as a missionary under the 
spices of the Ohio State Association 
Spiritualists. We hope that friends 
out our state will do all they 
ia eme our sister do the work she 
honda gifted as a chosen 
ised advocated to do, as an in- 
bac and “organizer, It is hopeful 
that those blest with the good things 
É of earth may give from their abundant 
storehouse ot enable our sister and all 
our worthy co-workers the required 
aid that may place our cause upon a 
firm foundation materially, equally 
with our co-laborers from the unseen 
world witn every good wish for your 
success as an able journalist. : 
I am sincerely for Truth, 
AMANDA C. SWEET. 


‘Pittsburg, Pa. 

ss = Piat Church of Spiritualists, Bouquet 
Oakland. Sunday—Lyceum, 

s m; Services, 10:45 a. m.; 
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department is conducted to enable Spiritualists © 
iat Paul Mok aie niin 
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Sunday afternoon, aa 19th, RY 


H. Young, of Onset, Mass., who dé- 
clares himself 84 years young, spoke 
upon the subject, What is Thought? 
and showed most conclusively that as a 
man thinketh, so is he. ‘It would be 
necessary to givethe whole lecture to 


UTH do it justice, Good thoughts arehealing 


in their powers, and, if unkind and 
denunciatory, are the very opposite. 
The lips may utter kind words, but if 
there is not the real thought to stamp 
the impression the words have no 
weight. Many utter kind words, but 
the bitter thoughts drive ‘out the sun- 
shine. We help to build up or tear 
down the character of those with whom 
we come in contact by our thought at- 
titude toward them. 

Laura G. Fixen, of Chicago, Ill, is 
one of the late arrivals. Mrs. Fixen is 
a fine lecturer upon Spiritualism and 
things reformatory in their character. 
She has attended of late the National 
Purity Congress, held at Battie Creek, 
Mich., when the most prominent work- 

ers upon purity lines deliberated fpr one 
week as to the best measures to help 
the coming race to a higher conception 
of the sacred office of parenthood, and 
thus raise a higher moral standard for 
all. It is far easier to educate the 
young than-to punish criminals. 

J. Clegg Wright’s classes are more 
popular than ever. He will hold aspec- 
ial meeting on the evening of January 
29th, when Charles Sumner will control 
him and speak upon the life of Thomas 
Paine. It will, no doubt, be a fitting 
tribute to the life of that pioneer of 
freethought and justice to all. 

Mrs, Tyler-Moulton is holding classes 
which are yery well patronized and giv- 
ing light upon the different phases of 
mediumship. It is a. developing class, 
and some who were strangers to Spirit- 
ualism, are becoming so sensitive they 
ean see clairvoyantly. Her daughter 
is improving in health, 

Sunday, the 26th, Lee Morse, of Lily 
Dale, again gave the address. His 
subject was Vibrations and Chemical 
Balances in Nature. It waslistened to 
with deep interest by a large audience. 
Mr. Morse isa trance speaker and. bids 
fair to take a prominent place upon the 
platform in the future. 

Dr. G. N. Hilligoss, president of our 
camp, has been quite ill with the grip, 
and Mrs. Hilligoss is a sufferer from it, 
as are several of our campers. The 
North has a monopoly of snow banks, 


-but'the grip visits the sunniest climes. 


Asa rule it is not as severe here as in 
the North, but there have been a few 
bad attacks. 

Vice-President Bond presided Sunday, 
and introduced J. F. Ballard, of Lud- 
low, Vt., who sang a most touching 
solo, When My Boat Comes Over the 
Sea, after which he introduced and 
welcomed Mrs. Anna Throndsen, of In- 
dianapolis, Ind., who made a very good 
impression upon the audience. After a 
short talk her guide, ‘‘Dulcie,’’ as- 
sisted in a message seance by going to 
different ones and saying, “I have 
brought your son’ (or whoever it 
might be) ‘‘to you,’’ and then the voice 


would change while the visiting spirits — 


gave their message. Mrs. Throndsen 
is to be one of the message bearers for 
the season. J. Clegg Wright was also 
introduced and gave a brief but inter- 
esting talk to those assembled. 

X Sunday evening gathering at Hotel 
Cassadaga was entertained with a 
song service, a talk by Mr. Wright, 
and messages by Mrs, Throndsen. 

Mrs. A. D. Morrell, of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., wiil be with us soon. She isa 
fine speaker and a good medium. She 
will again be accompanied by her hus- 
band, who was so helpful in many ways 
last year that his presence will be a 
great boon to the camp. 

Mr. Budington is expected Friday 
with a goodly number, who are to come 
on his excursion, 

Sunday, February 2d, is our opening 
day. The program, so far as given 
out, is a symposium of officers of the 
camp and speakers, and in the after- 
noon J. Clegg Wright, followed by 
Mrs. Throndsen. February 9th the 
gates are to be thrown open and those 
from nearby towns and the surround- 
ing country who desire will be welcome. 

C. E. S. TWING. 


Spiritualist’s Convention. 


February 18th, 19th and 20th the 
Pennsylvania Spiritualists and -friends 
will meet in the Bouquet street Church, 
Pittsburg, Pa., in a mass meeting. 
Prominent platform workers will insure 
a splendid program. A state associa- 
tion must be organized for the protec- 
tion of our mediums and extension of 
our work.. All are invited. Special 
hotel rates will be secured. 


‘The First Geran American Society 
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“On the night. of February 26, 1901, 
1 had a very. peculiar vision, There 
came before me a panorama of what 
they called Planes of Life and its 
Expressions, the action of spirit on 
those planes through its created forms. 
There were the higher and lower 
planes represented as interactive in 
the substance, force and thought and 
results in works. It was a wonderful 
sight, one I am not able to describe 
correctly. Then an angel stepped to 
the front of this panoramic picture, 
standing on a platform as it seemed, 
and explained the process of life’s 
ascension in such a clear way and 
such beautiful language, that I felt 
sure I could remember each word until 
morning and-write it out, put I fell 
asleep after it had passed and in the 
morning I was able to remember only 
fragments of it, but the gist of it was 
that all our thoughts must be pure, all 
our words true, all our deeds a love 
and good will offering, then the fabric 
for a beautiful and substantial web of 
life is being constantly gathered and 
woven in God’s loom and bears its 
marks of true. merit. All that is 
done for others is done for one’s own 
welfare and true ascension in the scale 
of life and force. The wealth of our 
thoughts, words, pen, ete., given out 
to benefit, those in need of such help, 
increases for ourselves our lasting 
wealth. Those who hoard material 
wealth or aught else they can spare, 
and others about them are in-need of, 
lose and go to the onward worlds as 
Ppaupers to find only a barren waste, 
instead of beautiful homes for their 
enjoyment. He also laid much stress 
on the practice of true charity, in be- 
ing tolerant of the expressions of 
thought and ideas of those holding 
different views from ourselves. Said 
he, ‘‘They all have progression’s 
march before them. If they were 
sidetracked by witty inventions of 
men, to abuse that which has been 
taught them, does not help them any, 
but kindness and love will redeem 
them from their wrong pursuit and 
from the thralldom that holds them.” 
Then, with- regard to spiritual 
teachings, he said, ‘‘None should pre- 
sume too much. Are they not all but 
stewards to preside over certain parts 
of labor and give clean and clear the 
heavenly manna to the starving souls 
imprisoned in their forms of clay. It 
is not a part of their mission to 
indulge ‘in railing against other 
theories or so-called religions, only to 
give clearly the better thought and 
point the better way, and by their 
lives furnish the proofs of their teach- 
ings-and sincerity. 
“We bid Earth’s students to search for truth 
everywhere, 
To look east and west, north and south and lo! 
they shali behold 
God's glories rise supremely in hues crimson and 
gold, 
The heavens are bending low, the earth doth rise, 
Truths crushed to earth rise grandly. 
The sons of God rejoice, because great truths are 
recognized, 
And hence will set men free,” 


Mrs. M. KLEIN. 


Qur Republic, 


With its church and state separated, 
and its grand, popular school system, 
has wrought wonders and still it isa 
republic in its incipient stage and we 
must soon take an advanced step, and 
some of our journals are working in 
that line. 

In the old wilderness of superstition 
now blooms the immortal flower of 
Reason. ‘The great and powerful 
genii of the eastern hemisphere have 
-Fiven themselves up to oblivion; and 
the great and powerful ideas of the 
western hemisphere-now occupy their 
places. 

‘he whole world is rapidly approach- 
ing a transition state—is passing from 
Spiritual death to Spiritual life, is 
merging from a long night of ignor- 
ance and superstition. To realize the 
marvelous changes that are constantly 
going on everywhere, and in order to 
contemplate this glorious transition of 
the old into the new, we must take a 
standpoint high upon the summit of 
the ages. From this position -the 
mind’s eye may not only take a 
comprehensive survey of inferior past, 
as the vast baekground of the superior 
present, hut also now and then obtain 
a satisfying glimpse of the undeveloped 
future. By scanning the fables of the 
past ana comparing them with the 
realities of the present we can see thit 
what was considered mirsculous and 
supernatural is now recognized as 
natural Jaw, as the ‘“matter of course’’ 
triumphs of progressive science, as 
things ordinary and natural to the 
constitution of matter from its eternal, 
atomic and molecular state and prin- 
ciples, or great positive mind that 
moulds ethereal substance into endless 
variety of wonderful for 
thinkers of late classify 
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and atoms as substance, and a 
combination of atoms forming mole- 
cules as matter. 

The more we know by actual demon- 
stration the less we believe. Much 
of the foregoing is the expression of 
A. J. Davis years ago, (tis just as 
applicable to-day. Our competitive 
commercial or money system has 
released us from the domination of 
priestcraft and kingcraft, that is by 
allowing their subjects a limited 
education that they might vie with 
other nations in commercial matters 
has resulted in teaching them in other 
lines and at the present age there is 
an attempt to play king and priest 
both, but President Roosevelt's late 
message to congress indicates a dawn 
of emancipation of white slavery and 
the active, intelligent spirits working 
to take an advance step for a more 
glorious republic. 

~ Yours, for Progress, 
: Trrus MERRITT. 


Teach the Children Spiritualism. 


Editor Sunflower : 

[ have been greatiy interested in 
Brother Barrett's article in the Sun- 
flower of January 11th, The Need of 
the Hour, It is splendid, right to the 
point and should appeal to the intelli- 
pence of every Spiritualist—give all 
food for thought. Once before lex- 
pressed my views upon the Need of 
Harmony in our ranks, which were 
sumewhat in line with Brother 
Barrett's article. There was, however, 
one omission in both articles which, I 
think, should be brought. to the atten- 
tion of all Spiritualists, by our speak- 
ers from the rostrum, by publication 
in Spiritual papers and magazines and 
in friendly conversation. ‘That is, 
Spiritualists sending their children to 
be taught in orthodox Christian Sunday 
Schools. Can such parents expect 
those children to grow up in sympathy 
with their religious views when they 
are given teachers’ who at every ses- 
sion of the school antagonize the 
Spiritual philosophy? Certainly not. 

Catholic priests will tell you, *‘Give 
us the teaching of a child the first few 
years and we wiil defy the world.’’ I 
have known several cases confirming 
what I am telling you, One in partic- 
ular I will mention. A wealthy tam- 
ily of my acquaintance were active, 
ardent Spiritualists and contributed 
largely for the support of the society. 
There were two daughters in the fam- 
ily, who were allowed by the parents 
to go to an orthodox Sunday School— 
Protestant. As those daughters grew 
into young womanho.d they told their 
parents in unequivocal terms that they 
must never mention Spiritualism, nor 
refer to it in any way when they had 
friends present. One of those young 
ladies was a medium, but in time 
refused to allow spirits to control her 
organism. 

Another case I will mention. A 
lady who was a good trance medium 
and lecturer had a daughter whose 
ideas were in sympathy with her 
mother’s until, in an evil hour, she 
sent her daughter to a Catholic school, 
which resulted in the daughter soon 
beginning to antagonize her mother's 
religious views, and, finally, she be- 
came a bitter enemy to the Spiritual 
Philosophy. 

Spiritualists who allow their. chil- 
dren to attend orthodox Sunday 
Szhools or Catholic schools evidently 
do not realize the discord they are 
bringing into the family circle. 

I sincerely hupe at an early date 
Brother Barrett's facile pen will give 
Spiritualists ‘‘food for thought’’ on the 
reasons why so many children grow to 
maturity with no religious affiliation 
with their parents. 

Yours, for Truth, 
Descanso, Cal. E. W. HULBURDÐ, 


Illinois Spiritualists’ Association. 
The annual convention of the Illinois 
State Spiritualists’ Association will be 
held February 18th, 19th and 20th, be- 
ginning on Tuesday evening, the 18th. 


-It will be held at Handel Hall, 40 Ran- 


dolph street, Chicago. Afternoon and 
evening sessions will be held each day 
following. 

The officers hope for a large attend- 
ance and that great interest may be 
aroused, 

A splendid program, in addition to 
the business of the convention, is being 
arranged, the music being in charge 
of the Meyer’s Mandolin Club. Wed- 
nesday afternoon and evening thesweet 
singers from the colored auxiliary, The 
Church of Progressive Spiritualists, will 
furnish the musical part of the pro- 
gram. 


If a man constantly aspires is he not 
elevated? Did ever a man try heroism, 
magnanimity, truth, sincerity, and find 
that there was no advantage in them; 
that it was a vain endeavor?— Thoreau, 
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Hypnotism in the Detection of Crime 


Hypnotiem in the Treatment of Crim- 
inals, or, rather, in the detection of 
crime, formed the subject of a recent 
address by Dr. Forbes Winsiow before 
the members of the’ Psycho-Therapeu- 
tic Society at the Caxton Hall, West- 
minster. Dr, Winslow began by stat- 
ing that he felt he was skating ‘‘on 
thin ice” in bringing prominently be- 
fore the society a subject on which 
there was much dispute and difference 
of opinion. He dwelt with satisfaction 
en the recognition of hypnotism by the 
British Medical Association at the re- 
cent meeting at Exeter, and on the 
views expressed by eminent psycholog- 
ists and physicians to the effect that 
‘now-a-days it was becoming a reeog- 
nized method of treatment.’ This, he 
said, relieved him of making any apol- 
ogy for his presence there, and for 
openly discussing the connection of hyp- 
notism with the detection of crime. 

The following questions presented 
themselves to him: 

1.—Gan crime be committed by the 
hypnotized when the subject hypno- 
tized is the unconscious and innocent 
agent and instrument? 

2.—If the subject is unconscious, and 
even unwilling, has the hypnotizer such 
power and domination over the hypno- 
tized as will control action to the extent 
of the commission of crime? 2 

3.—Is it possible to remove by hyp- 
notic suggestion from the mind of the 
subject all recollection of acts*or occur- 
rences. which happen in the hypnotic 
state? 

4.— Would it be possible to hypnotize 
a subject and make him prepare a will 
in the presence of a third party, declare 
it to be his will whilst in a conditiun of 
hypnotism, and request them to sign as 
attesting witnesses, and yet to be after- 
wards wholly unconscious of the occur- 
rence? (The same question would. re- 
late to the signing of checks or other 
documents.) 

5.—Can a person in the witness box 
be so influenced by anyone as to make 
him say what the individual desires him 
to state? 

Dr. Winslow stated that notwith- 
standing the many instances which had 
been published as to the possibility of 
making a person while under hypnosis 
commit a crime, so far as his own ex- 
perience was concerned this was not the 
view he entertained. He admitted that 
if the subject hypnotized was a real 
criminal, such influence might make 
him commit a criminal act, but not if — 
the person was of real moral worth. 
All the questions referred to were, in 
fact, answered by Dr. Winslow in the 
negative. He stated that it was im- 
possible to influence anyone, whilst 
giving evidence in a court of law, to 
state what the person so desired. He 
gave as an illustration of this a case 
which lately caused some Sensation, 
The principal actor was apparently 
afraid to go into the witness box lest 
another performer in the same drama 
should hypnotize him to say what he 
desired him tə say. This, however, 
did not take place. Dr, Winslow also 
gave some cases.in which he had been 
engaged, where by hypnotism he had 
detected the innocence or guilt of the 
individual. One was a case of alleged 
murder in the United States, where the 
innocence was proved; the other a case 
of theft by a boy, who, being placed 
under hypnosis confessed not only to 
stealing the goods, but also as to where 
they were secreted. 

Dr. Winslow further stated that he 
was of opinion that hypnotism in the 
distant future would play a prominent 
part in the detection of crime, and, in 
conclusion, he proved by practical 
experiments the truth of his assertion 
as to the impossibility of a person 
hypnotized committing crime against 
his will. A subject was hypnotized by 
Dr. Winslow, and, having him quite 
under control, he was made to do many 
things at his suggestion, but not any- 
thing of a criminal nature, which 
proved that whilst unconscious there 


was still a controlling power over his 


will. Dr. Winslow concluded his ad- 
dress by expressing satisfaction that 
there were thcse to be found who had 
the courage of their opinions, and who 
were not afraid to assert them publicly, 
— - - me 
Life is within us and not without us; 
to rise above our fellows for the pur. 
pose of commanding them is only to 
magnify the career of a schoolmaster; 
men who are strong enough to lift 
themselves to the level at which they 
can enjoy the sight of worlds ought not 
to turn their gaze upon their feet.- 
Balzac, 
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Are We Even Civilized? © 


The Princess Rink in Fort Wayne 
was crowded to the doors a few nights 
ago by over three thousand men who 
had gathered there to witness a prize- 
fight, paying from one to four dollars 
each for admission. The question at 
once arose in my mind as to whether 
or not as a nation we were really 
civilized, much less Christianized. 
The fact that after two thousand years 
of Christian teaching there is a city 
of 60,000 inhabitants in America that 
will fill a large rink with men eager 
to witness a prizefight, and that 
Christian editors of newspapers will 
devote column after column to a 
report and description of the same, is 
certainly against the assumption that 
we are a civilized nation. Spain and 
Mexico are in advance of us in civiliza- 
tion, for in those countries the bull- 
fight is less barbarous than the human 
prizefight in this, where men will 
engage in inflicting pain, and not in- 
frequently death, on each other for 
money and the glory (?) of the victor 
in establishing bimseif as the greater 
‘brute, 

In all probability the greater part, 
if not all, of that prizefight audience 
was composed of church members, for 

the attitude of the Christian church of 
the past on the subject of war, which 
is simply a prizefight on a larger 
scale, and with intent to kill, has not 
been one of very decided antagonism. 
The religious wars of the past were 
as-bloody and relentless as any in his- 
tory; and the savage spirit of the 
Christian Calvin, as manifested in his 
burning of Servetus, still shows a 
wonderful vitality. 

**Thou shalt not kill’’ is a command- 
ment which even the Christian church 
has not obeyed in letter or spirit, 
upon the strength perhaps of Jesus’ 
proclamation that ‘‘he did not come 
to bring peace, but a sword.’’ This 
sword has been in morë or less con- 
stant use hy his disciples since his 
ascension. 

It is quite the fad now in Christian 
churches to have displayed near the 
pulpit the American flag, which is ail 
well enough as an incentive to patriot- 
ism; but it would not be surprising 
if ere long we shall see a cannon or 
two, a stack of Winchester rifles and 
a dozen or more swords oceupying a 
conspicuous position in our coieien 


_ churches. 


Andrew Carnegie not long ago gave 
expression to a thought directly in 
peint. He says: 

**In no field of its work does the 
Christian church throughout the whole 
world so conspicuously fail as in its 
attitude to war. Its silence when 
outspoken speech might avert war, 
its silence during war’s sway, its fail- 
ure during days of peace to proclaim 
the true Christian doctrines regarding 
the killing of men, give point to the 
recent arraignment of the prime 
minister who declared that the church 
to-day busied itself with questions 
which did not weigh even as dust in 
the balance compared with the vital 
problems with which it was called 
upon to deal.’’ 

[f the war spirit of the Christian 
church were directed against the war 
spirit of the present day—against 
prizefights, against intolerance, against 
bigotry, against sectarianism, against 
the resistance to progress in every 
department of thought, against un- 
redsonable dogmatism, against the 
mythical and legendary, and against 
all that science has proven false in 
religion, theology and tradition; 
against evil in all its forms, then the 
decoration of its pulpit with symbols 
of war would not appear so out of 
place. 

I had hoped and expected that on 
the Sunday following this prizefight 
some one or more of the preachers of 
the city would utter words of the 
severest condemnation against it; but 
not a word was thus spoken. How 
any man of common morality, of even 
the lowest order of refinement, literary 
or scientific culture, could witness a 
prizefight, passeth my understanding. 
I will venture the assertion that not 
a single agnostic, infidel, atheist, 
rationalist, Spiritualist or free thinker 
was present on that occasion. 

It has been said by some one, whose 
name I cannot now recall, that the 
finer our churches are the bigger Miss 
Krupp makes her cannon. Christians 
constantly build more churches and 
constanly want more guns. The more 
we embrace the doctrine that we must 
love our neighbor as ourselves, the 
more thoroughly we prepare to bore 
a hole through him with a Winchester. 
The more we theorize on returning 
good for evil, the more we practice 
trying to get thg drop on the otlier 
fellow. 

„ It would not be arin if the Chris- 
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upon the heréties within it a little 
more vigorously than it has been do- 
ing of late. Such a warfare would 
finally result in the discovery of truth, 

to the great benefit of mankind, But 
such warfare is ceasing. The church 
is not fighting its heretics as formerly. 
It is now practicing the diplomacy of 
war concerning heresy. One would 
suppose, however, that the foilowing 
utterances of a prominent. preacher, 
whose name is withheld by the editor 
of the prominent religious paper in 
which they were printed, the New 
York Independent, would be traced to 
their source and their author be com- 
pelled to step down and out of the 
pulpit. The editor of this paper must 


be in full accord with the sentiments: 


expressed, or he certainly would not 
have published them. They are as 
follows: 

=I have never won distinction by 
my heresy, nor even acquired a local 
reputation from violent departures 
from orthodoxy. If I should set about 
some Sunday morning to tell my con- 
gregation all my divergencies from 
the accepted Christian belief, I would 
shock them beyond measure. They 
understand in a general way that Iam 
a liberal-minded person, and I take 
occasion not infrequently to hasten 
their heels in their movements from 
worn-out dugma, to the truth that is 
to be. 
a journey I have no doubt, and most 
of them are willing to maintain a 
reasonable pace. My congregation is 
above normal in intelligence, informa- 
tion and sympathy with forward 
movements; but, nevertheless, I am 
fully persuaded that a complete revela- 
tion on my part of «the beliefs to 
which my studies have forced me 
would set their ears a-tingling, and 
not only awaken antagonism to me 
personally, but also cause a turn of 
sentiment in the direction of conserva- 
tism and orthodoxy. 

‘‘So rapid is the advance’in religious 
opinion—at least, as I experience it 
in my patish—that! 1 would not hesi- 
tate-for a moment now to give fullest 
utterance to views utterly condemna- 
tory of the whole scheme of sacrificial 
atonement and imputed righteousness. 
Devout saints who were wont to in- 
quire anxiously why I did not mention 
that ‘Christ made full atonement for 
our sins’ every week or two, after a 
sermon on any subject from Dan to 
Beersheba, now sit patiently under 
preaching which never refers to Christ 
as a propitiatory sacrifice. = 

‘*Experience has taught me nat to 
be too rampant in my heresies. I have 
learned that if one keep his doctrinal 
discoveries in his study drawer for 
about five years, and take them out 
now and then to refresh his soul, 
allowing occasionally a delicate efflu- 
ence from them to steal over a page 
or tw6 of his next Sunday's sermon, 
he will find at the end of the period 
that he may avow them as violently 
as he please, and they who aforetime 
would have! lit the torch for his burn- 
ing will sit peacefully under his doc- 
trine, and sing the last hymn lustily * 
in satisfaction that they have heard 
once more the truth they have always 
believed. 

‘*For this reason I am not shouting 
out every Sunday that I do not believe 
in the virign birth of Jesus, nor in 
the physical resurrection. Much as I 
honor and admire Dr. Crapsey, I am 
not scurrying to put myself in the pil- 
lory beside him. I let others do the 
talking, and answer questions cau- 
tiously.’’ 

From the foregoing very significant 
quotation we think we are justified in 
suggesting3to the church that it has a 
battle of its own on that will require 
all the skill and diplomacy of war, of 
its ablest generals, to fight to a 
successful issue, I not only refer to 
the Protestant church, but to the Cath- 
olic as having all that is necessary to 
satisfy its = warring] propensities, 
developing within its pale, as 
indicated by the Pope’s recent encyc- 
lical against ‘‘modernisms,’’ i. e., 
modern thought and progress in theo- 
logical as well as scientific and philo- 
sophical thought. Father Tyrrell has 
demonstrated that his sword is keen, 
two-edged, and ready for the contest. 
And thus are we moving onward and 
upward on a much higher plane. ‘‘So 
mote it be.’’—H. V. Sweringen in 
Reason. 
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to Think About. 


None are so blind as those who will 
not see—none more ignorant thanthose 
who choose to be. ’ 

What has the Nationa] Spiritualists’ 
Association done for Spiritualism in 
California? Some who are asking 
this question indicate by the very in- 
flection they put upon the query their 
overwhelming ‘desire to create the 
impression that the answer thereto 
must be: Little, or nothing. Unfor- 
tunately for them, fact is worth more 
than fiction, and realities overtop hy- 
potheses with the thoughtful. In 
compliance with official request there- 
for, Secretary Kates, after painstak- 
ing investigation, furnishes me the 
following information from the finan- 
cial records at our Washington head- 
quarters: i 

The California State Spiritualists’ 
Association has paid into the treasury 


of the National body the following 


amounts: 

IROG CHARLEY RE o aan eine $10.00 

1898, dues ....... ib toot ey ED. 

1899, collections .......-.....-..-- 48.70 

O00: duaa ore aa Ness porns maaan 20.25 

1900, Home Fund, by local so- 
elatios RA 25.2 ova ae bynes vee: 


901, dues .:..4....+7 cata ite tay) 39.26 
1902; UGS AEP x. EN, pee ree 20.88 
1903, eight societies .............. 16.00 
2004; ues, “Aaa Gers ont Fas a ADL OD 
1905, fifteen societies ......... -.. 80,00 
1906, thirty-six societies ....,...72,00 
1907, dues and twelve societies ...29.30 

OTOL ames oe rae’ ovata Cx $377.04 


The N. S. A. has expended in Califor- 
nia the following’ funds: 


One pensioner, 63 months ...... $756.00 
One pensioner, monthly install- 

THERE VERRAN, «ote bates 133.00 
One pensioner, 11 months ..... .. 66.00 
One pensioner, 4 months ....... 48.00 
San Francisco donation ........ 100.00 
Court fines of two mediums .... 150.00 


Total 

I omit the names of the individual 
pensioners out of deference to a sensi- 
tiveness which may cause them to 
shrink from publicity being directed 
to their need of assistance. Present 
age and past lubors for the cause 
entitle them to respectful considera- 
tion. 


While the record of the State Asso- ~ 


ciation is good, the return one of the 
N. S. A. is still better, The latter 
bas paid to a single pensioner resident 
in California more than twice the $377 
contributed by the State Association, 
allowing it full credit for that sum, 
but®noting that a minor portion of it 
did not come from its treasury. 

In pensions alone the-N. 5. A. has 
returned to California $626 more than 
the $877, or $2.66 for each dollar 
credited the State body in the fore- 
going figures; or $876 more than the 
$377, figuring N. S. A. aid of all 
kinds at $1,253, which amounts to 
$3.32 for every dollar frum the State 
Association. 

Pi bre contributions reaching the N. 

S. A. from California are: 


State Association ... $377.04 
San Francisco Societies _..... . 40.25 
Summerland Parc sees ye ° 88:50 
Oakland Society f traits a, RINY 
-San Diego Society Bir eS cake S 104.60 
Total . $565. 39 


The N. S. E ati recatudd from 
State and local societies in California, 
$565.39; while it has returned to 
Spiritualists of that State $1,253, 
or $2.21 for each dollar paid the 
National body. The State and National 


_ Associations can point with pride to 


their respective records. 

The opponents of the N. S. A. are 
either the ignorant or the selfishly 
vindictive. The former class may be 
subdivided into the honestly ignorant 
and the wilfully uninformed—the sec- 
ond segment is composed of those who 
eagerly tell things as they want them 
to be, or wish they were, instead of as 
they actually are. Error is always 
talkative. Truth, like the sun, sub- 
mits to be obscured; but like the sun 
only for a time.—George B. Warne, 
in Progressive Thinker of today. 
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A yernerkabtle “atory öf the finding « of 
the body of Daniel L. Boland, of this 
city, who was drowned in the Chemung: 
river at Elmira on the night of Dec- u 
eniber 24th, was told at the coroner’s 
inquest held in that city Tuesday. 
Charles Holbert, a farmer, declares * 
that some supernatural force directed 


him to the place wHere he found it wn. Y. 


covered with snow and ice. The Elmira 
Star gives the following account of 
Holbert’s testimony and of the inquest 
held over Boland’s body. 


‘Anticipating an action for dam- Mas 


ages either against the city or the Erie 


Railroad Company, both corporations ™; 
‘had their attorneys at the coroner’s, 


inquest over «the body of Daniel L, 
Boland, of Williamsport, who came to 
his death by drowning in the Chemung 
river on the night of December 24th, 
Corporation Counsel John F, Murtaugh 
represented the city and Philip Loner- 
gan, of the firm of Reynolds, Stanch- 
field & Collin, the Erie Railroad Com- 
pany. The attorneys took all of the 


testimony to see if any negligence was N. Y, 


proved by the eight witnesses sworn. 

“The testimony of Charles Holbert, 
the witness who found the body near 
his home, two miles east of the city, 
was most interesting. When asked to 
state what happened on Saturday 
afternoon, when he found the body, 
Mr. Holbert smiled and said that per- 
haps they would not believe what he 
was going to say, because it sounded so 
strange, but that a spirit seemed to 
move him to find Boland’s body. 

“He said that he wasin his barn 
during the middle of the afternoon, 
harnessing his horse, preparatory to 
going to the city, when something 
seemed to tell him if he would drop 
that work and go to the river and 
search he would find the snow-covered 
body. 

Moved by this most peculiar guide 


Mr. Holbert, who never before ex- mL 


perienced anything of the sort, went 
down to the river, crossed on the ice, 
went across the snow fields to the head 
of the-island. He crossed back once 
or twice, 
arrived at the proper place. Finally he 
stopped and began to dig in the snow. 
Like a revelation, a portion of the body 
was uncovered and he realized that he 
had found it in a most miraculous way. 
“Holbert is a plain, everyday farnrer 
and is not troubled with any hallucina- 
tions about spirits. He told his story } 
about this one ina plain, frank 
and seemed as much surprised. about it 
as do his friends.’’— Williamsport, Pa., 
Sun, Jan: 10. 
ee 
The Maori Spiritualists. 


Mr. A. H, Bartlett, of Manchester, 
Eng., writing in The Two Worlds, 
gives an interesting account of bis 
travels on a bicycle as a Spiritualist 
evangelistin New Zealand, and partic- 
ularly among the Maori, or natives, 
nearly all of whom speak English and 
are believers in spirit communion. He 
found the very best conditions among 
them for spiritual work. 

The following experience is one that 
he gives, showing a peculiar test of 
spirit impression: < 

“On the Saturday morning prior to 
this meeting I decided to go on to the 
next township of white people, visit 
house to house, stay there that night, 
then go further north, but, as I stood 
out on the road ready to jump on to my 
bicycle, I heard two words in Maori 
clairaudiently, ‘Po rua.’ ‘Po rua,’ I 
repeated to myself. ‘What does that 
mean?’ but could get no impression of 
their meaning, so went on. Visiting as 
intended the township referred to, 
about 8:30 p. m. I sought a boarding- 
house where I could stay, but all places 
were full of visitors and others, Not 
in the whole place could I succeed in 
getting accommodation, so I decided to 
return to Hillgrove and stay for the 
night. It being Saturday night I 
felt that I had better stay the mor- 
row also, and holda karakia amongst 
the Maori again. 
was shown clearly to go amongst them 
again, and going to the pah that dfter- 
noon to let them know one wonld be 
held that evening, I asked the first 
Maori what ‘Porua’ meant. ‘Stay two 
Then I saw 
that out on the road I had been told in 
Maori to stay two nights there. This 
was remarkable to me, I had not the 
slightest idea what the words meant, 
Three other Maori, of whom I inquired 
in the same way, said ‘Po rua’ meant 
‘two nights.’ I went north on Monday. 
Ncoy other very interesting experiences 
could be given, but yourspace is limited. 
I trust this account will interest your 
readers,” 
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